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Tena, e te Ropu Whakamana i te Tiriti o Waitangi

This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of the trustees of the
Horowhenua 11 Part (“the Lake” or “Punahau”) Reservation Trust (“the
Trust”): Dean Wilson, Deanna Paki, Pamela Winiata, Adrian Henare,
Marokopa Wiremu-Matakatea, Kelly Tahiwi, Selena Hunt, Keri Hori Te
Pa, Haden Dempsey, Sherry Hurinui and Clinton Hemana (“the

Trustees” and “the Claimants”).

2. It responds to his Honour Judge Armstrong’s directions that parties file
any submissions in response to the application for a priority hearing
relating to the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (“FTAA”) by 5 pm,
Tuesday 6 May 2025." Leave is sought to allow this filing out of time.

The Claim

3. The Trustees filed their claim on the 6™ of March 2025 and are awaiting
registration of the claim and allocation of a Wai number.

4. The Claim, as filed, sets out those contemporary issues facing Punahau

and the trustees.

Concerns Regarding the FTAA

5.

The Claimants are concerned about the potential impacts of the FTAA.
Provisions such as section 7 undermine the guarantees of Te Tiriti o

Waitangi and the principles of sustainable management.

Some recent fast-track processes have allowed for an increased pace
in decision making while providing some Te Tiriti protections and
environmental protections, such as the Arawhata Wetland Complex
under the COVID-19 Fast Track Process, which was constructed to

reduce sediment and nutrient runoff into the Lake.?

The new legislation and the list of projects are a dramatic departure
from that approach, presenting high risk for the Trustees, Punahau and
their rohe, without those Tiriti and Taiao safeguards present in the RMA.

The Trust takes a similar position as the Muatpoko Tribal Authority and,
drawing on its own experiences with existing fast-track processes,
shares the view that the FTAA represents a rushed and heavy-handed
approach that risks eroding fundamental environmental protections and

Te Tiriti commitments.3

"'Wai 3450, #2.5.007 at [4].
2 https://www.epa.govt.nz/fast-track-consenting/referred-projects/arawhata-wetland/; and https://www.horizons.govt.nz/news/fast-track-

consent-process-to-provide-water-qualit.
3 Memorandum of Counsel, Bennion Law, filed 6 May 2025.
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Request to Participate in the Inquiry

9. The Claimants support the request for a priority hearing, and seek leave
from the Tribunal to participate where the priority issues and the Fast

Track projects overlap with their own claim issues.

Dated at Mangere this Monday the 12" day of May 2025
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