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Procedural history  
 
1. On 10 September 2024, I initiated the Natural Resources and Environmental 

Management Kaupapa Inquiry (Wai 3450, #2.5.1).  

2. Pursuant to clause 5(1)(a)(ii) of Schedule 2 of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 (the Act) I 
appointed Judge Miharo Armstrong as presiding officer of the Tribunal panel for the 
kaupapa inquiry into claims concerning natural resources and environmental 
management issues (Wai 3450, #2.5.1).  

3. Pursuant to clause 5(1)(b) of Schedule 2 of the Act, I appointed Tā Pou Temara, Emeritus 
Professor David Williams, Ron Crosby and Prue Kapua as members to the panel for this 
inquiry (Wai 3450, #2.5.1).  

4. On 19 December 2024, pursuant to clause 5(1)(b) of Schedule 2 of the Act, I also 
appointed Richard Prebble to the Natural Resources and Environmental Management 
Kaupapa Inquiry panel (Wai 3450, #2.5.4).  

 
Removal of previous panel members 
 
5. On 17 January 2025, Māori Development Minister Tama Potaka announced the expiration 

of the active warrants of, among other members, Prue Kapua and Ron Crosby.  

6. Pursuant to clause 1 of Schedule 2 of the Act, and given the current preliminary 
interlocutory stage of this inquiry with no hearings having commenced, Prue Kapua and 
Ron Crosby’s tenure as members of this inquiry panel ceased when their warrants 
expired. 

7. I acknowledge Prue Kapua and Ron Crosby for their dedication, intellect and energy and 
thank them for their contributions and commitment to the work of the Waitangi Tribunal. 

Newly appointed panel members 

8. Minister Tama Potaka, in his announcement of 17 January 2025, also confirmed eight 
new membership appointments and five reappointments to the Waitangi Tribunal.  

9. Of those new members announced, and pursuant to clauses 5(1)(b) and 5AB of Schedule 
2 of the Act, I now appoint Professor Tafaoimalo Tologata Leilani Tuala Warren to the 
Wai 3450, Natural Resources and Environmental Management Kaupapa Inquiry panel.  

 
Me tuku atu te Kairēhita i tētehi kape o tēnei whakahau ki ērā ki te rārangi whakamōhio mō 
Wai 3450, the Natural Resources and Environmental Management Kaupapa Inquiry.  
 
The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to all those on the distribution list for Wai 
3450, the Natural Resources and Environmental Management Kaupapa Inquiry.   
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