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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL  

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed for the Wai 2109 Kaapoo Maaori claim, a 

claim by Kahurangi Fergusson-Tibble and the late Maaka Tauranga Tibble for 

themselves and on behalf of all Kaapoo Maaori (Maaori blind, vision impaired 

and deaf blind persons) and their whaanau and Kaapoo Maaori Aotearoa/New 

Zealand Incorporated (“the Kaapoo Maaori Claimants”). 

2. This memorandum of counsel responds to the memorandum of counsel for the 

Crown dated 6 March 2025, where the Crown referred the Tribunal to the 

findings of the 2023 Disability Survey (“Survey findings”), and indicated that it 

was open to the Tribunal to take account of this information in its deliberations.1 

3. The Kaapoo Maaori Claimants welcome the publication of the Survey findings. 

One of the key issues raised in this phase of the Inquiry has been the paucity of 

disability data, research, and information. 

4. For this reason, the Kaapoo Maaori Claimants support the addition of the 

Survey findings to the record of inquiry, so that the Tribunal has the benefit of 

the most up to date statistics about taangata whaikaha Maaori when making its 

deliberations. 

5. The Kaapoo Maaori Claimants wish to draw the Tribunal’s attention to the 

following points: 

(a) The 2023 Disability Survey found that Maaori had the highest disability 

rate compared with adults in other ethnic groups, with an age-adjusted 

disability rate of 24 per cent compared to the national rate of 17 per 

cent.2 

(b) The 2013 Disability Survey, which used different methodology and is 

therefore not comparable to the 2023 Survey, showed that Maaori had 

the highest disability rate compared with other ethnic groups, with an 

age-standardised disability rate of 24 per cent compared to 16 per cent 

for non-Maaori.3 

 
1 Memorandum of counsel for the Crown regarding publication of disability survey, dated 6 March 2025 (Wai 2575, #3.2.1242). 
2 Statistics New Zealand, Household Disability Survey 2023 – findings, definitions and design summary, at 11. 
3 Peter Himona, Natalie Talamaivao, Li-Chia Yeh, and Kirk Paterson, Maaori Health Disability Statistical Report, 2019 (Wai 2575, #B24) at 10. 
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(c) Acknowledging that the 2013 and 2023 surveys use different 

methodologies and are therefore not comparable, both surveys show 

that Maaori experience disability at higher rates than non-Maaori in 

Aotearoa. 

(d) Difficulty seeing is the third highest functional domain for adults, with a 4 

per cent disability rate affecting 182,000 adults.4 

 

 

Dated this 24th day of April 2025  

 

 

_______________________________________  

P Johnston / D Chong / A Ahirao / A Benefield  

Counsel for the Kaapoo Maaori Claimants 

 

 
 
 
 

 
4 Statistics New Zealand, Household Disability Survey 2023 – findings, definitions and design summary, at 14. 




