
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 

Wai 78 

CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

AND the Torere claim 

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER 

The Registrar is directed to add to Wai 78 an amended statement of claim received on 30 
November 2023 and to record its date of receipt in the register of claims.   

This amendment seeks to add further allegations to the claim concerning Ordinances, Acts, 
Regulations, policies, practices, acts and omissions of the Crown pertaining to Ngai Tai and 
the North-Eastern Bay of Plenty area.  These allegations concern: 

• the Crown conducting raupatu in the Eastern Bay of Plenty area;
• Native Land legislation and the Native Land Court, causing and permitting the

alienation, fragmentation and individualisation of communal tribal titles to the traditional
lands of Ngai Tai;

• Crown purchase policies and practice designed to undermine Ngai Tai authority, Māori
customary law and to facilitate Crown acquisition of Ngai Tai lands;

• Public Works takings, whereby the Crown adopted policy of compulsory acquisition of
Māori lands for public works without adequate consultation with or compensation to
Ngai Tai;

• the Crown’s operation of District Māori Land Boards, which failed to adequately consult
or obtain proper consent from Ngai Tai before alienating lands;

• land development schemes, where the Crown did not adequately consult with and
provide adequate mechanisms for, Ngai tai to participate in and effectively manage
these schemes;

• the establishment and operation the Office of the Māori Trustee that failed to
adequately protect the retention of Ngai Tai lands;

• failing to protect ngā taonga tuku iho o Ngai Tai;
• the Crown empowering local government to levy rates on Ngai Tai lands causing an

unfair burden;
• the Crown failing to ensure that local authorities established a relationship with Ngai

Tai that was consistent with Te Tiriti and its principles; and
• the Crown failing to properly protect against the depletion and pollution of the lands,

seas, waters, waterways, environments, and resource of Ngai Tai.

The claimants seek to add a variety of relief to help remove and diminish the prejudice suffered 
and to prevent the continuation of any prejudice caused.  

The amendment is to be entered on Wai 78, the Torere claim, as document #1.1(c). 
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The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to the claimants and give notice of the 
amendment to those on the notification list for: 

• Wai 78, the Torere claim; and
• Wai 1750, the combined record for the North East Bay of Plenty District inquiry.

DATED at Wellington this 1st day of July 2024 

Judge Michael Doogan 
Presiding Officer 
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 




