
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 

Wai 3262 

CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

AND the Taranaki Climate Justice 

claim  

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON 

The Registrar is directed to add to Wai 3262 an amended statement of claim received on 16 
July 2024 and to record its date of receipt in the register of claims.   

This amendment seeks to add further allegations to the claim concerning climate change. 
These allegations include the Crown: 

• taking actions that will allow global temperatures average over 1.5°C, increasing the
likelihood that total destruction will occur, rather than acting to reduce the destruction
and existential threats to the claimants;

• being actively involved in promulgating and expanding a regime of fossil fuel use that
is destroying the claimants’ traditional way of life, and the loss of life of some or all of
the claimants and/or their descendants;

• re-opening oil and gas exploration;

• failing to halt exploration for and use of onshore oil and gas and proposing to allow
new exploration and use of offshore oil and gas;

• delaying in acting to reduce emissions from agriculture which is the largest greenhouse
gas emitting activity in New Zealand, including now total removal from the Emissions
Trading Scheme; and

• despite modest adaptation measures, is aware that these measures will be quickly
overwhelmed by the sale and speed of destruction that will occur if global temperatures
rise.

This amendment seeks to add further relief, including recommendations that the Crown must 
desist immediately from activities that have this current destruction and high likelihood of total 
destruction of Māori communities and their environment, and ensure maximal resources and 
the highest ambition are immediately devoted to preventing that outcome. 

The amendment is to be entered on Wai 3262, the Taranaki Climate Justice claim, as 
document #1.1.1(b).  
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The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to the claimants and give notice of the 
amendment to those on the notification list for: 

• Wai 3262, the Taranaki Climate Justice claim; and

• Wai 3325, the Climate Change priority inquiry.

DATED at Wellington this 28th day of August 2024 

Judge Sarah Reeves 
Deputy Chairperson 
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