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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 
 
 
Introduction  

1. This Memorandum of Coordinating Counsel (“MOCC”) is filed on behalf 

of the Coordinating Counsel Committee (Tukau Law, Kāhui Legal and 

Tāmaki Legal).  

2. By way of Memorandum-Directions dated 19 June 2025, her Honour 

Judge Reeves granted Coordinating Counsels’ request to provide a 

further update on the progress of the revised draft statement of issues 

(“draft SOI”) by 5pm, Tuesday 15 July 2025.1   

3. Accordingly, this MOCC updates the Tribunal on the progress of the draft 

SOI.  It also addresses forward planning matters.  

Update on the Draft Statement of Issues  

4. As indicated in the MOCC dated 17 June 2025, Coordinating Counsel 

have been working on the draft SOI to refine and clarify the issues and, 

where possible, provide more detail.  In this regard, a revised draft SOI 

has been circulated to claimant counsel and Coordinating Counsel are 

now in the process of reconciling the feedback received.  It is noted that 

some claimant counsel required additional time to provide their feedback, 

which we expect to receive in the coming days.  

5. Accordingly, further work is required to reconcile the claimant feedback 

and confirm a coordinated claimant position on the draft SOI before it can 

be sent to the Crown.   

6. Coordinating Counsel respectfully seek to further update the Tribunal on 

the draft SOI in three weeks’ time (by 5 August 2025), at which time we 

expect to have discussed the draft SOI with the Crown and have a better 

idea of where matters lie.  

 

 
1Wai 2700, #2.6.2, Memorandum-Directions of Judge Reeves following hearing one (19 June 
2025) at [27].  



 

2 
 

Forward Planning Matters and Request for Potential Hearing Dates  

7. Coordinating Counsel are also turning our minds to forward hearing 

planning in light of the Tribunal’s desire to accelerate the inquiry2 and hold 

two more hearings on the Rangatiratanga Pou this financial year.  

8. Counsel are mindful that timing is an important factor as we begin to plan 

for the next hearings as there are a number of outstanding matters to 

resolve, including the finalisation of the SOI, the filing of Amended 

Statements of Claim, and determining where hearings will be held and 

when technical evidence will be heard.   

9. As noted by the Tribunal, a highly coordinated approach will also be 

necessary amongst the claimants to ensure the issues and themes are 

sufficiently covered across the rangatiratanga and other pou3 and the 

filing of claimant evidence is aligned to the most appropriate/relevant 

hearing week.  This is particularly so if evidence is to be filed slightly 

earlier than usual so that the Tribunal has time to determine which 

evidence is to be presented in hearings.  

10. Accordingly, to assist with planning and potential milestones/timetabling, 

Coordinating Counsel respectfully request an indication from the Tribunal 

as to: 

(a) when it seeks to hold the remaining hearings on the 

Rangatiratanga Pou or the potential/available hearing dates if they 

have been scoped; and  

(b) whether it has a preference on the order that the pou are heard in 

the inquiry or what pou should be heard next.  

DATED at Whangārei this 15th day of July 2025 

 
____________________________  
Season-Mary Downs/ Majka Cherrington  
on behalf of the Coordinating Counsel Committee 

 
2 At [31]. 
3 Wai 2700, #2.5.111, Memorandum-Directions of Judge Reeves concerning hearing one and the 
wider inquiry (5 May 2025) at [40]. 




