
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 
Wai 3251 

CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

AND the Mana Wāhine (Jordan 
Thompson) claim  

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER 

The Registrar is directed to add to Wai 3251 an amended statement of claim received on 11 
April 2025 and to record its date of receipt in the register of claims.   

This amendment seeks to add further allegations to the claim concerning mana wāhine. These 
allegations include that the Crown breached the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi by: 

• failing to recognise and give effect to Māori women’s status, mana and tino
rangatiratanga over their taonga, namely, their tamariki, their peoples, and their lands
and taonga;

• failing to actively protect Māori women’s mana and tino rangatiratanga over their
tamariki, their whānau, and their lands and other taonga;

• failing to actively protect Māori women, their tamariki and their lands;
• imposing a regime of “care” for children which has resulted in severe trauma to tamariki

Māori and their mothers, fathers, and other whānau, and an over-representation of
tamariki Māori forcibly removed and held by the state;

• failing to uphold the partnership envisaged under te Tiriti o Waitangi/the Treaty of
Waitangi;

• failing to appropriately collaborate with Māori, including the claimants and their
constituents, in all decisions related to Māori women;

• denying Māori tino rangatiratanga over their whānau and tamariki when it intervenes
in and undermines the many Māori customary laws and practices governing whānau
relationships and structures; and

• failing to address economic, social, political, psychological, emotional, spiritual,
physical and sexual violence against Māori women and their tamariki.

The amendment also seeks to add a variety of relief, including recommendations that the 
Crown: 

• acknowledges that the full responsibility for ensuring the health and wellbeing of Māori
women and their tamariki remains with Māori women, supported by their men, whānau,
hapū and iwi;

• transfers the provision of Māori women’s services, along with the requisite funding,
and technical support, where deemed necessary, to Māori women;

• provides restitution, comprising the return of all decision-making, including both local-
level decision-making and national-level decision-making, in relation to Māori women,
to them;

• compensates for all losses suffered either directly or indirectly, as a result of its conduct
in depriving Māori women of their rights and entitlements to tino rangatiratanga over
their tamariki, whānau, hapū, and their lands and other taonga; and
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• provides for fully funded ongoing tikanga Māori based counselling services for all Māori 
tamariki, mothers, fathers and other whānau that have suffered the consequences of 
the state’s forced removal of tamariki Māori from their mothers, fathers and wider 
whānau. 

 
The amendment is to be entered on Wai 3251, the Mana Wāhine (Jordan Thompson) claim, 
as document #1.1.1(a). 
 
The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to the claimants and give notice of the 
amendment to those on the notification list for: 

• Wai 3251, the Mana Wāhine (Jordan Thompson) claim; and 
• Wai 2700, the Mana Wāhine Kaupapa Inquiry.   

 
 
DATED at Wellington this 8th day of August 2025 
 

 
                                              
Judge Sarah Reeves 
Presiding Officer 
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