
KEI MUA I TE AROARO O TE RŌPŪ WHAKAMANA 
I TE TIRITI O WAITANGI 

BEFORE THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL WAI 2358 

IN THE MATTER OF the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

AND 

IN THE MATTER OF the National Fresh Water and Geothermal 
Resources Inquiry 

MEMORANDUM OF COUNSEL FOR THE CROWN 

2 Hūrae | July 2025 

Pouaka Poutāpeta 
Te Whanganui-a-Tara 

Waea 

Whakapā mai: 

PO Box 2858 
Wellington 6140 
Tel: 04 472 1719 

Contacts: 

Grace Seeley / Anna McTaggart 
Grace.Seeley@crownlaw.govt.nz / Anna.McTaggart@crownlaw.govt.nz 

Barrister instructed: 

Tim Stephens KC 
tim.stephens@stoutstreet.co.nz 

Wai 2358, #3.2.728

Emma Downey
Official

Emma Downey
Received

Emma Downey
Text Box
3 Jul 25



1 

 

8680696 

MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. In this memorandum, the Crown requests an extension to the filing date 

for its evidence in response to specific claims. 

Extension request  

2. By memorandum-directions dated 4 November 2024,1 the Crown was 

directed to file further evidence in response to specific claims by 7 July 

2025.  

3. Supporting evidence for these specific claims was originally due by 

28 March 2025.2 Following claimant extension requests, the Tribunal 

granted an extension until 28 April 20253 and then to 9 May 2025.4 

4. In light of the late filing of this evidence, the Crown respectfully seeks an 

extension until 15 August 2025 to file its evidence in response to specific 

claims.  

5. The Crown acknowledges that an extension for the filing of its evidence 

is likely to impact the claimants and interested parties in terms of their 

ability to meet the date for filing their reply evidence. Claimant and 

interested party reply evidence is currently due on 29 August 2025.5 The 

Crown proposes that this date be extended to 17 October 2025, in order 

to provide the claimants and interested parties with a period of time 

corresponding to the Crown’s extension, as well as some additional time 

to allow for the fact that hearing week three is taking place in the week 

commencing 15 September 2025.  

6. The Crown submits that the 17 October 2025 date does not otherwise 

prejudice parties to the inquiry because the Tribunal’s 23 June 2025 

memorandum-directions indicated that the Tribunal’s strong preference 

 
1  Wai 2358, #2.6.118(a). 
2  Above n 1. 
3  Wai 2358, #2.6.131 at [25(a)].  
4  Wai 2358, #2.6.133 at [8(a)]. 
5  Wai 2358, #2.6.133(a). 
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is for any reply evidence to be heard following the Crown hearing week, 

rather than during hearing week three.6 

Further Crown evidence 

7. The Crown acknowledges the Tribunal’s direction that the Crown should 

file a further update regarding the likely timing of its updated evidence 

as soon as possible, and by no later than 1 August 2025.7 Counsel are 

seeking instructions and will file an updating memorandum in response 

to the direction.  

2 Hūrae | July 2025 

___________________________________ 
T Stephens KC / G Seeley / A McTaggart 
Counsel for the Crown 

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal 
AND TO: Claimant Counsel 

 
6  Above n 4 at [4(c)]. 
7  Above n 4 at [55]. 




