
TE RŌPŪ WHAKAMANA I TE TIRITI O WAITANGI 

 Wai 2358 

E PĀ ANA KI te Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

CONCERNING 

Ā,  te National Freshwater and 

AND  Geothermal Resources Inquiry 

HE PĀNUI WHAKAHAU A TE MANA WHAKAHAERE 

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER REGARDING DRAFT 
HEARING THREE TIMETABLE, CROWN EXTENSION REQUEST AND SUMMARIES 

OF EVIDENCE 

31 Hōngongoi 2025 

Wai 2358, #2.6.135

Arapera Tapiata
New Stamp



2 
 

Purpose 

1. This memorandum-directions records my decisions advised via the Waitangi Tribunal’s 
Registrar in relation to:  

(a) the revised hearing three draft timetable and site visit proposal; and  

(b) an extension sought by counsel for the Crown to file its evidence in response to the 
specific geothermal claims and (consequently) for parties to file their evidence in 
reply. 

2. I also address the need for summaries of evidence to be filed in advance of hearing three 
(and going forward). 

3. An updated stage three inquiry timetable is attached as Appendix A. 

Hearing three timetable and site visit 

Background  

4. On 23 May 2025, the Tribunal received a joint memorandum from counsel Tania Waikato, 
Victoria Tumai, Paul Majurey, Andrew Irwin, and Tara Hauraki filing as directed a revised 
assessment of stage three hearing requirements and a draft hearing three timetable (Wai 
2358, #3.2.725 & #3.2.725(a)).  

5. In my memorandum-directions of 23 June 2025, I indicated that counsels’ planning 
submissions largely addressed the resource considerations I had raised in my directions 
of 21 March 2025. I therefore (Wai 2358, #2.6.133 at [21]–[26):  

(a) indicated the Tribunal adopted the draft hearing three timetable proposed (and 
referred to at [4] above); 

(b) confirmed the hearing would be held at Wairakei Resort, in Taupō, in the week of 
15 September 2025 (rather than the week prior); and 

(c) agreed that Tamaki Legal and Holm Majurey should assume the role of hearing 
three coordinating counsel.  

6. Counsel proposed to file an updated hearing three timetable to support forward planning. 
I agreed, and accordingly directed counsel to file an updated draft hearing three timetable 
by 30 June 2025 (Wai 2358, #2.6.133 at [28]).  

7. I further directed counsel to file by the same date an update on the half-day site visit 
proposed to be conducted as part of hearing three, in compliance with the Tribunal’s Guide 
to Practice and Procedure (Wai 2358, #2.6.133 at [29]).  

Updated draft hearing three timetable  

8. On 1 July 2025, the Tribunal received a joint memorandum from hearing three coordinating 
counsel (Wai 2358, #3.2.727), filing a: 

a) revised draft hearing three timetable (Wai 2358, #3.2.727(a)); and  

b) draft site visit itinerary (Wai 2358, #3.2.727(b)). 

9. In relation to the timetable, counsel records those cross-examination indications received 
so far from claimant and Crown counsel. Counsel indicates, however, that not all claimant 
counsel had yet responded to their correspondence seeking estimations (Wai 2358, 
#3.2.727 at [4]).  
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10. Coordinating counsel accordingly sought leave to provide these indications in the agreed 
draft hearing three timetable that is scheduled to be filed on 22 August 2025 (Wai 2358, 
#2.6.133(a)). 

11. Counsel further advised regarding site visit arrangements that, in compliance with the 
Tribunal’s Guide to Practice:  

a) they expect there will be no cost incurred to the Tribunal (counsel indicates that this 
can be confirmed once final arrangements are made);  

b) the bus transport provided will be equipped with audio, and will therefore allow the 
site visits to be conducted in the rain, if necessary; and 

c) consent to undertake the site visits has been obtained from the relevant landowners. 

Decision 

12. On 10 and 14 July 2025 respectively, I confirmed via an e-mail from the Registrar that: 

a) the draft hearing three timetable was confirmed in principle; 

b) coordinating counsel should proceed to file the final draft timetable (with outstanding 
cross-examinations now recorded), by no later than 5 pm, Friday 22 August 2025; 
and 

c) the leave sought for the hearing three site visits (as proposed by counsel) was 
granted. 

Crown extension request  

Background  

13. Any evidence in support of hapū and iwi specific geothermal claims was due by 28 March 
2025 (Wai 2358, #2.6.118 at [26]). Crown evidence in response was due by 7 July 2025 
(Wai 2358, #2.6.118(a)). 

14. On 15 April 2025, following the receipt of various extensions for the filing of claim specific 
evidence, I confirmed that any remaining claim specific evidence, along with any 
remaining interested party evidence, should be filed by 28 April 2025 (Wai 2358, #2.6.131 
at [25]).  

15. On 29 April 2025, I granted  a further blanket extension and confirmed that any remaining 
specific claim or interested party evidence should be filed by 9 May 2025. I further 
confirmed that any evidence filed after this date would be added to the record but would 
not be heard in this inquiry (Wai 2358, #2.6.133 at [8]]).  

Extension request   

16. On 3 July 2025, the Tribunal received a memorandum from counsel for the Crown seeking 
– as a consequence of the above amended filing timeframes – an extension to file its 
evidence in response to the specific geothermal claims by 15 August 2025 (Wai 2358, 
#3.2.728). 

17. Crown counsel acknowledge that the extension, if granted, would impact the filing of 
parties’ reply evidence – due on 29 August 2025. Counsel accordingly propose extending 
this date – with further time provided on account of hearing three in September – to 17 
October 2025.  
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Decision  

18. On 10 July 2025, I granted the leave sought via correspondence from Registrar, and 
confirmed that:  

a) the  Crown should file its evidence in response to the specific geothermal claims by 
no later than 5 pm, Friday 15 August 2025; and 

b) parties should now file any reply evidence by no later than 5 pm, Friday 17 October 
2025.  

Evidence summaries 

19. The Tribunal would be assisted by the filing of evidence summaries in advance of future 
stage three hearings. 

20. I therefore direct counsel to file witness summaries for any evidence in excess of 25 pages 
or more. Summaries should be no more than five pages in length. 

21. Counsel are to file any summaries required in advance of hearing three by no later than 5 
pm, Friday 29 August 2025. 

 

Me tuku atu te Kairēhita i tētehi kape o tēnei whakahau ki ērā ki te rārangi whakamōhio mō 

Wai 2358, the National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources Inquiry.  

The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the distribution list for Wai 2358, the 

National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources Inquiry.  

 

WHAKAPŪMAUTIA ki Tairāwhiti i te 31 o te Hōngongoi 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
Kaiwhakawā W W Isaac 
Te Mana Whakahaere 
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