Wai 2358, #2.6.134

TE ROPU WHAKAMANA | TE TIRITI O WAITANGI

Wai 2358
E PA ANA Ki te Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975
CONCERNING
A, te National Freshwater and
AND Geothermal Resources Inquiry

HE PANUI WHAKAHAU A TE MANA WHAKAHAERE

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER CONCERNING
COMMISSIONED RESEARCH PROPOSED FOR THE STAGE THREE INQUIRY

10 Harae 2025



Arapera Tapiata
New Stamp


Purpose

1.

This memorandum-directions addresses a gap identified in the evidential coverage in
stage three of the National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources (Wai 2358) inquiry,
and this Tribunal’s proposal to commission a targeted research report as a result.

Proposed commissioned research

2.

Following hearings one and two of the stage three inquiry, the panel identified a gap in the
coverage of the evidence presented by the claimants and interested parties. This gap
relates to geothermal resource management under the Resource Management Act 1991
(RMA) and details of any Maori participation and decision-making in this process.

To address this evidential gap, the Tribunal now proposes to commission a targeted
research report. The report would address Maori participation in geothermal resource
management under the RMA. Although this report is for a national Kaupapa inquiry, the
report would of course focus on regions where geothermal resources are primarily located.

The report would be completed over a twelve-month period. The researcher would take
part in consultation meetings, including research hui with claimants, interested parties,
and the Crown. The researcher would also take account of any relevant information that
parties may wish to make available. The final report would then be examined and tested
in the usual way at a future hearing.

| acknowledge that the timing of the proposed research means that that the filing of the
final report could not occur before the receipt of parties’ reply evidence, which is currently
due on 17 October 2025. It would also follow the hearing of the Crown’s evidence, which
we anticipate will be held in February 2026 (Wai 2358, #2.6.133(a)).

| therefore confirm parties would have the opportunity to cross-examine the report at
hearing and make use of it in closing submissions, and that adequate time will be allowed
for this purpose in the stage three inquiry timetable.

Next steps

7.

In the first instance, | consider it desirable to confer with inquiry parties regarding the
proposal to commission this research, as well as its accommodation within the current
stage three inquiry timeframes (Wai 2358, #2.6.133(a)).

To this end, | will convene a judicial conference, via AVL, at 10am on Monday 18 August
2025.

Parties intending to participate in the judicial conference are to confirm via e-mail to the
Waitangi Tribunal's Registrar (WT.Reqistrar@justice.govt.nz) by no later than 5 pm,
Monday 11 August 2025.
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10. | further confirm parties may file any written submissions, in advance of the judicial
conference, by no later than 5 pm, Wednesday 6 August 2025.

Me tuku atu te Kairéhita i tétehi kape o ténei whakahau ki €ra ki te rarangi whakamohio mo
Wai 2358, the National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources Inquiry.

The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the distribution list for Wai 2358, the
National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources Inquiry.

WHAKAPUMAUTIA ki Tairawhiti i te 10 o te Hirae 2025
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