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Purpose 

1. This memorandum-directions:

(a) confirms the venue for hearing one of stage three of the National Freshwater and
Geothermal Resources inquiry (Wai 2358);

(b) confirms dates for hearings two and three of the stage three inquiry;

(c) seeks parties’ feedback on locations for hearings two and three; and

(d) confirms a number of extension requests for filing claimant and interested party
stage three evidence.

Venue for hearing one confirmed 

2. During planning for hearing one of the stage three inquiry, I stated that the Tribunal’s
preference was to hold hearing one either in Wellington, Taupō, or Rotorua (Wai 2358,
#2.6.94 at [11]). After seeking parties’ feedback on these proposed locations, I
subsequently confirmed that hearing one would be in Wellington (Wai 2358, #2.6.96 at
[12]).

3. In memorandum-directions of 23 February 2024, I confirmed that hearing one would take
place from 1 to 5 July 2024 (Wai 2358, #2.6.97 at [4]). I stated that the Tribunal preferred
to hold hearing one at the Tribunal’s offices in Wellington (Wai 2358, #2.6.97 at [5]). To
determine whether the Tribunal’s offices have the requisite capacity, I directed counsel to
provide an early indication of anticipated in-person attendance numbers for hearing one
(Wai 2358, #2.6.97 at [6]).

4. I thank parties for providing their attendance estimates for hearing one.

5. Having reviewed these attendance numbers, I now confirm that the Tribunal will hold
hearing one of the stage three inquiry at the Tribunal’s offices, on Level 2, Fujitsu Tower,
141 the Terrace, Wellington.

Dates and venues for hearings two and three 

Dates for hearings two and three 

6. I can now confirm the dates for hearings two and three as follows:

(a) Hearing two: Monday 9 – Friday 13 September 2024.

(b) Hearing three: Tuesday 10 – Thursday 12 December 2024.

7. Hearings one and two will cover evidence, and hearing three will be for closing 
submissions.

8. An updated inquiry timetable, that includes milestones ahead of hearings two and three, 
is appended.

Locations for hearings two and three 

9. As for hearing one, I propose Wellington, Rotorua, and Taupō as potential hearing
locations for hearings two and three.



10. Accordingly, I direct parties to provide feedback on these locations, including their 
preferences as to which hearing is held in which location, by 5 pm, 25 April 2024. 

11. I also direct parties to confer and file a joint memorandum that provides venue suggestions 
for hearings in Taupō and Rotorua by 5 pm, 25 April 2024. 

Extension requests to file claimant and interested party evidence 

12. The Tribunal’s inquiry timetable for the stage three inquiry required parties to file claimant 
and interested party evidence by 15 March 2024 (Wai 2358, #2.6.97(a)). 

13. On 13 March 2024, Annette Sykes and Kalei Delamere-Ririnui, on behalf of the Tai 
Tokerau Land (Wai 354) claim, submitted that the claimants are experiencing severe 
health challenges, which have prevented them from finalising their briefs of evidence (Wai 
2358, #3.2.533 at [3]). Accordingly, counsel sought an extension to file Wai 354’s evidence 
by 5 pm, Friday 22 March 2024 (Wai 2358, #3.2.533 at [4]). 

14. Also on 13 March 2024, Darrell Naden, on behalf of the Tongariro Power Development 
Scheme Lands (Wai 1196) claim, sought an extension until 5 pm, 27 March 2024 to file 
Wai 1196’s evidence (Wai 2358, #3.2.532 at [4]). Mr Naden submitted that the claimants 
have been unable to finalise their evidence due to significant personal and health 
challenges (Wai 2358, #3.2.532 at [3]). 

15. On 15 March 2024, Bryce Lyall, on behalf of Natalie Kay Martin and the ‘Sixth Wai 2358 
Claimants’, and the Te Atatu Lands (Auckland) (Wai 914) claim, sought an extension until 
5 pm, 27 March 2024 to file evidence (Wai 2358, #3.2.534 at [4]). Mr Lyall submitted that 
more time is required so that the claimants can reflect the outcome of an upcoming hui for 
Māori landowners in the Ngāwha geothermal field in their evidence and incorporate 
resource consent documents that they have recently requested (Wai 2358, #3.2.534 at 
[3]). 

16. Karen Feint KC and Hansaka Ranaweera (also on 15 March 2024) sought an extension 
to file stage-three evidence on behalf of Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa (TKNT) by 15 
April 2024 (Wai 2358, #3.2.535 at [12]). Counsel submitted that TKNT feels it is difficult 
to have clarity over what the stage three inquiry will be about until the Government has 
completed its reforms relating to resource management, infrastructure and te Tiriti o 
Waitangi (Wai 2358, #3.2.535 at [11.1]). Counsel also submitted that it has taken time to 
confirm the Ngāti Tūwharetoa position following the tikanga-consistent process required 
(Wai 2358, #3.2.535 at [11.2]). 

17. Finally, on 15 March 2024, Richard Fowler KC and Matthew Smith filed several briefs of 
evidence on behalf of the New Zealand Māori Council (NZMC). Messrs Fowler and Smith 
also sought an extension to file four additional briefs of evidence by 22 March 2024 (Wai 
2358, #3.2.536 at [4]). Counsel submitted that competing commitments have prevented 
these witnesses from finalising their evidence. They also submitted that the NZMC would 
not object to the Crown receiving an equivalent extension, if sought (Wai 2358, #3.2.536 
at [4]). 



18. Having considered parties’ submissions, I grant the extensions sought. 

19. I direct counsel for Wai 354 and counsel for the NZMC to file their evidence by 5 pm, 
Friday 22 March 2024. 

20. I direct counsel for Wai 1196 and counsel for Natalie Kay Martin and the ‘Sixth Wai 2358 
Claimants’, and Wai 914 to file their evidence by 5 pm, Wednesday 27 March 2024. 

21. Finally, I direct counsel for Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa to file their evidence by 5 
pm, Monday 15 April 2024. 

The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the notification list for Wai 2358, the 
National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources Inquiry. 

 
DATED at Gisborne this 25th day of March 2024 

 

Judge W W Isaac 
Presiding Officer 
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 
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