
TE RŌPŪ WHAKAMANA I TE TIRITI O WAITANGI 

 Wai 900 
Wai 814 
Wai 87 

Wai 558 
Wai 864 

Wai 1781 
Wai 2160 

E PĀ ANA KI te Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

CONCERNING 

Ā,  the claims participating in the 

AND  North-Eastern Bay of Plenty 
 District (Wai 1750) Inquiry that 
 make claims to the Mangatū 
 Crown Forest Licensed Land 
 in the East Coast inquiry  
 district 

HE PĀNUI WHAKAHAU O TE TIAMANA KAIWHAKAWĀ MATUA DR C L FOX 

 MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE CHAIRPERSON CHIEF JUDGE DR C L 
FOX 

14 Huitānguru 2025 

Wai 3555, #2.5.8 
Wai 558, #2.35

Arapera Tapiata
New Stamp



2 
 

Procedural history  
 

1. On 10 March 2023, the Ngāti Ira o Waiōweka Rohe (Wai 558) claimants filed 
submissions in the North-Eastern Bay of Plenty District (Wai 1750) Inquiry claiming they 
have interests in the Mangatū Crown Forest Licensed Lands (CFLL) in the East Coast 
inquiry district, including parts of the Waipāoa blocks east of Mangatū (Wai 1750, 
#3.1.433). 

2. Following a judicial conference in September 2023, several parties in Wai 1750 indicated 
that they wished to be heard regarding interests in the Mangatū CFLL. The Presiding 
Officer, Judge Doogan accordingly directed parties to file submissions in support or 
opposition of hearing claims to Mangatū CFLL, as well as for counsel to address issues 
of jurisdiction in light of the Whakatōhea settlement and binding recommendations made 
by the Tribunal in the Mangatū Remedies Report 2021 (Wai 1750, #2.5.97). 

3. Following a judicial conference on 23 July 2024 to hear submissions in respect of an 
inquiry into claims relating to Mangatū CFLL, the Presiding Officer issued directions 
referring these claims to me as Chairperson (Wai 1750, #2.5.8 at [53]). 

4. On 11 October 2024, I referred these claims to Judge Milroy as Presiding Officer, and Dr 
Paul Hamer, Emeritus Professor Williams and Prue Kapua as members of the Tribunal 
panel (Wai 558, #2.31). I also directed parties to file submissions on Prue Kapua and 
Emeritus Professor David Williams’ disclosures. 

5. On 28 November 2024, I confirmed that Prue Kapua and Emeritus Professor David 
Williams would remain on the panel, unless they made the decision to recuse 
themselves (Wai 558, #2.34). 

6. I also appointed, pursuant to clause 5(1)(b) of Schedule 2 of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 
1975, Professor Susy Frankel and Kevin Prime as additional members to the panel (Wai 
558, #2.34). 

7. Further, I confirmed that the panel will inquire into claims to the Waipāoa blocks and that 
portion of the Mangatū CFLL situated inside the East Coast inquiry district (Wai 900). 
Further, I confirmed that the panel would not inquire into any land that falls within the 
Tūranganui-a-Kiwa (Wai 814) district inquiry, including all Mangatū blocks. The claims 
of Te Aitanga a Mahaki are not the subject of inquiry at this stage, but that situation will 
depend on any decision of the presiding officer and panel should that iwi seek to be a 
party. 

 
Removal of previous panel members 
 
8. On 17 January 2025, Māori Development Minister Tama Potaka announced the 

expiration of the active warrants of, among other members, Prue Kapua. 

9. Pursuant to clause 1 of Schedule 2 of the Act, and given the current preliminary 
interlocutory stage of these applications with no hearings having commenced, Prue 
Kapua’s tenure as a member of this panel ceased when her warrant expired. 

10. I acknowledge Prue Kapua for her dedication, intellect and energy and thank her for her 
contributions and commitment to the work of the Waitangi Tribunal. 

Newly appointed panel members 
 
11. Minister Tama Potaka, in his announcement of 17 January 2025, also confirmed eight 

new membership appointments and five reappointments to the Waitangi Tribunal.  

12. Of those new members announced, and pursuant to clauses 5(1)(b) and 5AB of Schedule 
2 of the Act, I now appoint Philip Crump and Tipene Chrisp to the panel determining 
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claims participating in the North-Eastern Bay of Plenty District (Wai 1750) Inquiry that 
make claims to the Mangatū Crown Forest Licensed Land in the East Coast inquiry 
district. 

Disclosure of a conflict of interest 

13. Tipene Chrisp has disclosed a potential conflict of interest. His wife affiliates to Te Aitanga 
a Mahaki, as a member of Te Whānau a Taupara hapū.  

14. Further, his wife is a beneficial owner within the Mangatū Incorporation, and other smaller 
blocks within the wider Mahaki rōhe. Mr Chrisp himself is Chairperson of the Harata Huaki 
Whānau Trust and has had engagements with the Mangatū Incorporation and Te Aitanga 
a Mahaki through this position. 

15. Mr Chrisp confirms that neither he nor his wife have been involved in the Te Aitanga a 
Mahaki Treaty Claims as claimants, researchers, witnesses, negotiators or any similar 
position. 

16. I invite parties who have any issue with the appointment of Tipene Chrisp to this panel 

to file their submissions by 5pm, Friday 28 February 2025. 

 
Me tuku atu te Kairēhita i tētehi kape o tēnei whakahau ki ērā ki te rārangi whakamōhio mō te 
Combined Record of Inquiry for the Gisborne claims (Wai 814). 
 
The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to all those on the distribution list for the 
Combined Record of Inquiry for the Gisborne claims (Wai 814). 
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