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MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE CHAIRPERSON 

1. On 6 December 2024, the Tribunal received an application for resumption of the Waipaoa
Blocks which form part of the Mangatū State Forest under the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975
and the Crown Forest Assets Act 1989 from Karen Feint KC on behalf of the following
claimants (Wai 274 #2.139 & Wai 283, #2.146):

a) the late Eric John Tupai Ruru on behalf of himself and Te Aitanga a Māhaki iwi
and hapū; and

b) Tamaruinga Brown, Patricia Fleming, Meredith Manaki Ruru and Morehu
Pewhairangi, for and on behalf of themselves and Te Aitanga a Māhaki iwi and
hapū.

2. In memorandum-directions dated 11 October 2024, pursuant to clauses 5(1)(a)(ii) and 8(2)
of Schedule 2 of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 (the Act), I appointed Judge Stephanie
Milroy as Presiding Officer of the panel to determine applications concerning asserted
interests in Mangatū Crown Forest Licensed Lands (CFLL), including the Waipāoa blocks
east of Mangatū (Wai 558, #2.31).

3. Subsequently, pursuant to clauses 5(1)(b) of Schedule 2 of the Act, Dr Paul Hamer,
Emeritus Professor David Williams and Prue Kapua were appointed as members of the
panel to sit alongside Judge Milroy to determine the applications (Wai 558, #2.31).
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4. In further memorandum-directions issued 28 November 2024, pursuant to clause 5(1)(b)
of Schedule 2 of the Act, Professor Susy Frankel and Kevin Prime were appointed as
additional members to the panel (Wai 558, #2.34).

5. In memorandum-directions issued 14 February 2025, I confirmed that pursuant to clause
1 of Schedule 2 of the Act, and given the interlocutory stage of these claims, Prue Kapua’s
tenure as a member of this panel ceased when her warrant expired.

6. Accordingly, in those same memorandum-directions, pursuant to clauses 5(1)(b) and 5AB
of Schedule 2 of the Act, I appointed Philip Crump and Tipene Chrisp to the panel.

7. As this application for resumption concerns claims to the same land blocks, I consider this
same panel best placed to determine this application.

8. The Presiding Officer and panel will communicate next steps to parties for responses to
the applications.

The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to counsel for the applicant, Crown counsel 
and those on the notification list for: 

• Wai 274, the Mangatū State Forest claim;

• Wai 283, the East Coast Raupatu claim; and

• all those on the notification list for the Combined Record of Inquiry for the Gisborne
claims (Wai 814).

DATED at Wellington this 14th day of February 2025 

Chief Judge Dr C L Fox 
Chairperson 
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