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APPLICATION FOR RESUMPTION OF CROWN FOREST LAND

TAKE NOTICE that the late Eric John Tupai Ruru (the First Claimant)
and Tamaruinga Brown, Patricia Fleming, Meredith Manaki Ruru and
Morehu Pewhairangi (together, the Second Claimants) will move the
Waitangi Tribunal for binding recommendations pursuant to section 8HB(1)
of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 that the Licensed Land that is more
particularly described in the Schedule below (the Licensed Land) be
returned to the ownership of Te Aitanga a Mahaki (Mahaki), together with
payment of all other statutory entitlements including full compensation
pursuant to Schedule 1 of the Crown Forest Assets Act 1989, and the
accumulated rentals held in relation to that portion of the forest; and any

other recommendations and/or relief the Tribunal considers appropriate,

UPON THE GROUNDS THAT:

A. The Second Claimants are acting for themselves, and for and on
behalf of Mahaki iwi and hapu, and under the mana of the claims to
the Licensed Land originally brought by the First Claimant, the late

Mr Ruru.

B. The Second Claimants act with the authority of Te Aitanga a Mahaki
Trust, which is the representative body of Mahaki and the body
currently mandated by the Mahaki people to settle all of Mahaki’s

historical Te Tiriti o Waitangi claims.

C. The iwi Mahaki comprises hapu connected through their common

ancestor Mahaki.
D. The Licensed Land is within the traditional rohe of Mahaki.

E. Mahaki have mana whakahaere according to tikanga over the
Licensed Land, and previously held customary title and rights in the

Licensed Land.

F. The Crown has breached the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi,

namely:

F.1. The several, wide-ranging and cumulative impact of Crown

breaches of the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi in relation to



F.2.

F.3.

the Tdranga people led to the loss of autonomy and tino
rangatiratanga for Mahaki, which in turn lay at the root of the
loss of community lands (as found by the Waitangi Tribunal in
the Tdranga Tangata, Tdranga Whenua Report (2004
Report)), and the Mahaki community lands lost as a result

include the Licensed Land;

The Crown'’s actions in relation to: (i) the punitive 1868 Deed
of Cession which was signed under duress and was ineffective
in extinguishing the rights of the majority of Tiranga Maori
who had not signed it, and (ii) the Crown’s subsequent failure
to properly obtain agreement on the lands it would retain,
were actions taken in breach of the principles of Te Tiriti o
Waitangi (as found by the Waitangi Tribunal in the 2004
Report), in circumstances where part of the Licensed Land also
fell within the boundaries of the 1868 Deed of Cession;

The Crown’s actions, policies and legislation in relation to
native land, and in particular the operation of the Native Land
Court — which expropriated from Maori the right to make their
own title decisions, removed community land management
rights, and resulted in massive land alienation for Turanga
Maori — were in breach of the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi
(as found by the Waitangi Tribunal in the 2004 Report), and
the impact of these native land policies and the operation of
the Native Land Court similarly contributed to the alienation

of the Licensed Land from Mahaki.

As a result, Mahaki have suffered and continue to suffer numerous

and significant prejudicial effects.



H. The action to be taken under s 6(3) of the Treaty of Waitangi
Act 1975 to compensate for or remove the prejudice caused by the
Crown’s breaches of the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi should
include returning the whole of the Licensed Land back to Mahaki

ownership.

DATED this 6th day of December 2024

- -

Tama Brown Patricia Fleming Meredith Ruru Morehu Pewhairangi



SCHEDULE OF LICENSED LAND SOUGHT

The Licensed Land sought by this application is the Crown forest licensed
land situated on the “Waipaoa blocks” and within the Mangati State
Forest.

The Waipaoa blocks are further described in the accompanying Amended
Statement of Claim (dated 6 December 2024), and will be further
particularised at a later stage of the proceeding.





