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CROWN FORESTRY RENTAL TRUST

22 May 2025 VIA EMAIL

Judge Stephanie Milroy
Presiding Officer
Waipaoa Blocks Inquiry
Waitangi Tribunal

141 The Terrace
Wellington 6011

Tena koe e te Rangatira,
Re Waipaoa Blocks Inquiry and CFRT Funding

1. The Crown Forestry Rental Trust (the Trust) thanks the Presiding Officer for the
opportunity to attend and speak at the judicial conference for the Waipaoa Blocks Inquiry
(the Inquiry) held on 20 May 2025.

2. This memorandum records key messages from the Trust to assist claimants applying for
Trust funding support for the Inquiry.

3. Wai claimants must apply afresh to become Approved Clients of the Trust for the
Waipaoa Blocks Inquiry. Claimants cannot transfer their Approved Client status from the
current North-Eastern Bay of Plenty Inquiry, or from the former Mangatia Inquiries.

4. Funding can only be requested by Approved Clients, so it is a first and necessary step to
seek Trust funding support. Approved Client applications and funding applications can be
considered by CFRT Trustees at the same meeting to expedite the process. Only CFRT
Trustees make decisions on Approved Client applications or funding applications.

5. The Trust has two senior staff members who will assist claimants with Approved Client
applications. They are Cameron Herbert, Senior Advisor, cameron.herbert@cfrt.org.nz
and Stephanie Hampton-Webb, Senior Business Analyst, stephanie.hampton-
webb@cfrt.org.nz . The Trust invites claimants to contact staff to progress Approved
Client and funding applications.

6. Most claimants indicating participation in the Waipaoa Inquiry are either current or former
Approved Clients which suggests that the process to obtain Approved Client status with
the Trust for the Waipaoa Blocks Inquiry should be familiar to them. The Trust can
provide close support for those claimants who have not previously held Approved Client
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7. Memorandum-Directions from the Waitangi Tribunal confirming the Waipaoa Blocks
Inquiry has commenced, and confirming Wai claimants’ eligibility to participate in the
Inquiry will assist to support Approved Client applications.

8. CFRT Trustees meet on a monthly basis to consider applications, and it is important to
remember that applications need to be submitted one month prior to the relevant Trustee
meeting date. This can impact project timelines and the availability of claimant funding,
which is not retrospective. The next three application deadlines and Trustee meeting
dates are as follows:

Application Deadline Trustee Meeting Date
23 June 2025 23 July 2025

21 July 2025 20 August 2025

20 August 2025 17 September 2025

9. The Trust has read comments in submissions that Whakatohea claimants face ‘funding
constraints’ impeding their ability to undertake essential research. It is important to note
that no Approved Client or funding applications from Whakatohea claimants have been
received or considered by CFRT Trustees, so the Trust suggests that this view is
premature. CFRT Trustees take all relevant circumstances into account when
considering applications from Wai claimants who may be participating in more than one
Inquiry or settlement process.

10. In terms of what funding may be sought by Approved Clients, the Trust notes the
discussion with respect to a Waipaoa block history report and mapping and claimant
requests that either the Waitangi Tribunal or the Crown produce such a report.
Clarification from the Waitangi Tribunal as to whether it would produce a block history
report or whether it wishes claimants to fund a joint block report would be useful.
Claimants wishing to discuss their research and mapping requirements should contact
Anita Miles, Principal Advisor, at anita.miles@cfrt.org.nz .

11. The Trust noted at the judicial conference that Approved Clients can seek Operational
support from CFRT Trustees for activities such as transport and hui costs, as well as
hearing week costs to support venue, catering and other costs associated with hosting a
hearing. Trust staff can provide detail to applicants around Trust funding benchmarks
and fundable activities for the Waipaoa Blocks Inquiry.

Naku noa, na

Ot prench.

Andrew French
Chief Executive

Ref: CFRT to Judge Stephanie Milroy re Waipaoa Blocks Inquiry, 22 May 2025
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