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2. SCOPE OF PRESENTATION
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•Pepehā
•Whakapapa
•Overview of the Trust 
•Our relationships with our iwi, hapū and marae
•Timeline of the Trust
•Current uses of geothermal taonga
•Challenges / deficiencies with current laws
•Conclusion



3. PEPEHĀ 
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Kō Tahumatua te tūpuna ariki
Kō Ngāti Tahu-Ngāti Whāoa te iwi
Kō mātou ngā uri ō Ngāti Tahu-Ngāti 
Whāoa
Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā tatou 
katoa
Ka ora te iwi, ka ora te tangata!

Tahumatua is our eponymous ancestor
Ngāti Tahu-Ngāti Whāoa is our tribe
We are the descendants of Ngāti Tahu-Ngāti 
Whāoa
Greetings to you all
If the tribe is well, the people are well!



4. WHAKAPAPA 
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5. OVERVIEW OF THE TRUST 
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Our vision for the Trust is:

KIA MAU KI TE WHENUA
WHAKAMAHIA TE WHENUA
HEI PAINGA MŌ NGA URI 
WHAKATIPURANGA.

Hold fast to our lands
and make the best use of our lands
for future generations.

Education scholarship recipients



6. OVERVIEW OF THE TRUST 
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•Tauhara North 2A, 2B and 2C Blocks 
cover an area of 326 hectares situated 
along the Waikato River between Lake 
Taupō and Lake Ohakuri

•The Trust views its responsibility as 
kaitiaki of our whenua and our 
geothermal resources as its primary 
role, anchored by our whakapapa 
obligations to our people, our whenua 
and our geothermal taonga.



7. RELATIONSHIPS WITH OUR IWI, 
HAPŪ AND MARAE 
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8. TRUST TIMELINE
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• 1869: Tauhara North land was awarded 
solely to Ngāti Tahu.

• 1917: An official government statement was 
made that “the most extensive deposits (of 
Sulphur) occur at Tauhara North”.

• 1933: First Sulphur mining on Tauhara 
North began.

• 1953: Passing of the Geothermal Energy Act 
1953 resulting in the loss of control of and 
access to some of our geothermal taonga.

• 1965: Taupo Quarries Limited acquired 
mining rights for Rotokawa. The first 
geothermal well RK1X was drilled (308m).

• 1967: Taupo Quarries Limited and US-
owned Cyminex Corporation negotiated an 
Exploration Agreement.

• 1968: A sulphur drilling programme was 
commenced by Cyminex Corporation.

• 1977: Taupo Quarries Limited acquired a mining 
licence until 1993. 

• 1980: Fletchers took over exploration and 
mining at Rotokawa. 

• 1991: Trust was established as an ahu whenua 
trust.

• 1997: Commissioning of the Rotokawa Power 
Station.

• 2010: Commissioning of the Ngā Awa Pūrua 
Power Station.

• 2013: Commissioning of Ngā Tamariki Power 
Station. 



9. CURRENT USES OF GEOTHERMAL 
TAONGA
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10. RIGHTS IN GEOTHERMAL 
RESOURCES PROTECTED BY TE TIRITI
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• We are a geothermal people, and our geothermal 
resources are taonga. 

• We are the kaitiaki of those taonga through our 
whakapapa relationships with our tūpuna, our whenua, 
and the geothermal taonga themselves.

• My understanding is that Te Tiriti o Waitangi 
guaranteed our tino rangatiratanga over all of our 
taonga, and that includes all of our geothermal taonga.



11. CHALLENGES / DEFICIENCIES WITH 
CURRENT LAWS
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• Overall, it is our view that the current laws are not 
consistent with the principles of the Treaty of 
Waitangi. 

• I have previously had to appear as a witness in the 
Environment Court in order for us to use our own 
geothermal taonga. 

• Having to seek a resource consent from the Regional 
Council to use our own geothermal taonga does not 
recognise our tino rangatiratanga over our 
geothermal taonga. 



12. SUGGESTED REFORM
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• Law should be changed to ensure that our 
geothermal taonga are appropriately 
managed in accordance with our 
mātauranga and tikanga. 

• We support a resource management system 
that is efficient and recognises Māori rights 
and interests, including tino rangatiratanga 
over our geothermal taonga. 

• This includes rights of development and use, 
as well as recognition of the rights and 
obligations we have as kaitiaki to protect 
and preserve these taonga for future 
generations. 

Rapid Jet Tahi Orchard
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