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2. PEPEHĀ AND WHAKAPAPA

Ko Tahu, Tahumatua tōku tūpuna
Ko Te Manunuiarangi te waka
Ko Ngāti Tahu, Ngāti Whāoa te 
Iwi
Ko Ohaki tōku pā
Ko Kakaramea tōku maunga
Ko Waikato te Awa
Ko Maraea rāua ko Te Rangi 
Phillips ōku Matua.
Ko Aroha Campbell, taku ingoa.



3. SCOPE OF PRESENTATION

•Overview of Ohaki Pā
•Geothermal taonga at Ohaki
•Losses experienced through Crown’s historical 

actions
•Lessons learnt from experiences
•Aspirations for future management of geothermal 

taonga through full expression of tino 
rangatiratanga 



4. OHAKI

• Located between Rotorua and Taupō
• Ohaki signifies an agreement between 

two brothers, Mataarae and Te Rama
• Tahu Matua, the Tūpuna Ariki, takes 

presidency over the rohe of Ngāti Tahu
• Now, Mataarae stands a short distance 

from Reporoa and Te Rama is located 
at Te Toke

• Tahu Matua relocated to Ohaki for the 
resources, the whenua there included 
access to ngawha, awa, burial caves 
and fertility rock



5. OHAKI PĀ
• The Wharenui at Ohaki Pā is Tahu 

Matua – our eponymous ancestor

• There are various urupā near Ohaki 
Pā that have been used for 
generations

• Specific geothermal sites at Ohaki 
were affected by the construction 
of electricity generation facilities

• Many of these sites, once used in 
day-to day life by NTNW, were 
destroyed or adversely affected by 
subsidence and flooding caused by 
the operation of electricity 
generation facilities



6. OHAKI GEOTHERMAL POWER 
PLANT

• In 1989 the Govt commissioned the 
Ohaki Geothermal Power Plant (OGPP)

• The Govt approached us to enter into a 
heads of agreement (signed in 1990) to 
lease our lands to construct OGPP 

• We entered into the lease to retain 
ownership of our land.  We believed the 
Crown would take it under the Public 
Works Act if we didn’t

• OGPP followed the Ohakuri Dam that 
displaced our people and destroyed our 
geothermal taonga



7. EFFECTS OF OGPP ON OUR 
GEOTHERMAL TAONGA 

• Ohaki Ngawha was once the largest 
natural boiling hot pool in the southern 
hemisphere.

• The geothermal fluid extraction for 
OGPP completely emptied Ohaki 
Ngawha and destroyed Ohaki Pā 
communal pool 

• Ohaki Ngawha was filled with concrete 
and now fed by geothermal bore water

• Ohaki cooking holes and other flowing 
surface features have dried up due to 
geothermal fluid extraction



8. LAND SUBSIDENCE CAUSED BY 
OGPP

• The exploration, development and 
commissioning of OGPP caused the 
following significant environmental effects

• Flooding and soggy ground that 
continues today threatening Ohaki Pā, 
Urupā and Wahi Tapu

• Ground beneath Ohaki Pā continues to 
subside & is prone to flooding

• Serious risk of Ohaki Pā being 
inundated

• We have commissioned expert reports to 
be more informed about what is happening 
above and below our whenua at the Pā. From “Ohaki - A Power Station on Māori  Land” 

by Evelyn Stokes (2003).



9. LOSSES AND LESSONS

• Loss of our geothermal taonga has 
caused significant:

• Mamae

• Distress

• Whakamā

• To our hapū and Pā Whānau

• This loss has made us determined 
to seek redress and remediation 
for the damage caused to our 
whenua and taonga.

From “Ohaki - A Power Station on Māori  Land” 
by Evelyn Stokes (2003).



10. LESSONS LEARNT

• Valuable lessons learnt from the impact of 
OGPP:
• Geothermal taonga must be monitored 

effectively
• As tangata whenua, we are best placed to 

monitor our geothermal taonga
• We need to be involved in any decision-

making related to our taonga.
• Having the Ahu Whenua Trust, Incorporation 

Landowner and Tangata Whenua at the 
decision-making table is critical to ensure 
geothermal developments are successful and 
culturally appropriate.



11. ASPIRATIONS FOR THE FUTURE

• Committed to a five-year strategy at Ohaki Pā to
• Establish four kaumatua units,
• Extend our wharenui,
• Refit our wharekai,
• Potential to lift the Pā buildings to mitigate 

flooding risks, and
• Re-establishing our communal bathing pools

• For our future generations, protecting and 
preserving Ohaki Pā, our geothermal taonga and our 
whenua is a high priority.

• We seek the full expression of our tino 
rangatiratanga and kaitiakitanga over our 
geothermal taonga so we never experience again 
what happened at Ohaki.



12. CONCLUSION

• Our people are inextricably linked to our 
geothermal taonga through our 
whakapapa to our whenua.

• We will not leave nor allow our taonga to 
be further damaged.

• We continue to seek tino rangatiratanga 
over our taonga as guaranteed under Te 
Tiriti o Waitangi.

From “Ohaki - A Power Station on Māori  
Land” by Evelyn Stokes (2003).
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