
Appendix A: Professor Emeritus David Williams’ questions in writing following Te 
Wānanga Tuawhā 

Questions to Carol Palmer, Ngāti Koata, (Wai 3300, #B32) 

At para 31: “The Crown’s failure to provide for iwi-based political representation constitutes 
a breach of Article 2 of Te Tiriti o Waitangi, which affirms the right of hapū and iwi to 
exercise authority within our own spheres.”  

My questions would concern how “iwi-based political representation” might appear in a 
future constitution of Aotearoa.  

Would membership of the hapū or iwi have to be connected in any way to living within the 
rohe of the iwi; would enrolment as member of the hapū or iwi be based on whakapapa 
regardless of a person’s residence (even if that might be outside Aotearoa?); would persons 
be able to register with any or all of the iwi to which they are connected by whakapapa? 

At para 61: “Some of our own whanau members have been unable to enter Aotearoa to live 
due to being born elsewhere. They whakapapa to Ngāti Koata. This is their tūrangawaewae 
yet they are unable to stand here.” 

What entitlements should members of Ngāti Koata have if they are not citizens of Aotearoa 
New Zealand? 

Questions for Angeline Greensill (Wai 3300, #B33) 

At para [27]: You write “True constitutionalism in Aotearoa requires entrenched protection 
for Māori authority that cannot be unilaterally overridden by Parliament.”  

Currently the only form of entrenchment in state law is the requirement in section 268 for a 
special majority of 75% of members of the House of Representatives to support amendment 
of some sections of the Electoral Act 1993 – not including the sections on Māori 
representation.  

Then there are suggestions by reformers that some elements of the constitution should be 
‘entrenched’ as supreme law and then become subject to constitutional review by the 
ordinary courts. 

I think you mean something different to these ideas of entrenchment. What do you mean in 
para 27 when you advocate “entrenched protection for Māori authority”? 

At para [33]–[35]: You make statements on “I riro whenua atu, me hoki whenua mai.” 

Might that require the Crown to acquire land from private landowners in order to achieve 
justice in returning land to hapū claimants? 

See the attached scan of a badge from my personal collection of activist badges. It includes 
the date “Feb 12th 1996” for the Independent State of Whaingaroa. In the appendix to your 
Statement (Wai 3300, #B033(a)) the Declaration of Independence commences “On this day, 
the eleventh day of February 1996 ...” Just for the historical record, do you happen to know 
whether it was the 11th or 12th February 1996 when your mother issued that Declaration? 
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