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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

Introduction 

1. In memorandum directions dated 18 August 2025, the Tribunal granted the 

Crown an extension to file its evidence by 29 August 2025.  

2. Crown Counsel filed the majority of the Crown’s evidence on 29 August 

2025 but sought an extension for the balance of the evidence for this week 

with document identifiers and documentation to follow.  

3. The Crown files today the following evidence: 

3.1 Brief of Anne Haira & Gina Rangi (MFE - Māori engagement). 

3.2 Brief of Richard Ward (DIA - water).  

4. The Crown’s remaining briefs (subject to paragraph 7 below) are close to 

being filed: 

4.1 Brief of Julie Collins & Sam Keenan (MPI - forestry). 

4.2 Brief of Julie Collins (MPI - agriculture). 

4.3 Brief of Kirstie Knowles & Catherine Wilson (DOC). 

4.4 Brief of Paul Stocks (MBIE - energy & resources). 

4.5 Brief of Vangelis Vitalis (MFAT – trade). 

5. The Crown will file these briefs in the course of next week as and when 

they are ready, and no later than next Friday 12 September 2025 (with 

Mr Vitalis’s evidence to follow early in the week after, due to his travelling 

commitments). Crown counsel apologises for the delay in filing the above 

briefs and respectfully seeks a further week extension for them, and for the 

filing of all documentation associated with the above evidence to follow as 

soon as they are ready. 

6. In seeking this further short extension, the Crown notes that it is not 

scheduled to give evidence until, at the earliest, March / April 2026. There 

is no prejudice to the claimants arising from this extension. Even if the 

Crown evidence were filed by the end of this month claimant counsel will 
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have the evidence for five months in advance of hearing from the Crown 

deponents. 

7. Crown counsel also note further evidence continues to be filed by the 

claimants. The latest brief filed on Wednesday this week from David Tong 

covers international law, policy and oil and gas matters. The Crown has 

already sought leave to file economic evidence in reply and will need to 

consider now this latest brief and whether further evidence is necessary or 

whether it can be simply addressed in legal submission.  

5 September 2025 

___________________________________ 
J Prebble / N Fong / G Seeley / A McTaggart 
Counsel for the Crown 

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal 

AND TO: Claimant Counsel 




