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TĒNĀ, E TE TARAIPIUNARA 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the below named claimant 

groups for which counsel are responsible in the Climate Change Priority 

Inquiry: 

1.1. Wai 2494, a claim by Donna Awatere for and on behalf of herself, her 

whānau, hapū and iwi and all Māori; 

1.2. Wai 3281 a claim by Colleen Skerrett-White for and on behalf of her 

whānau, hapū, iwi; 

1.3. Wai 3395, a claim by Donna Kerridge, Pita Tipene, Moana Maniapoto, 

Dr George Laking, India Logan-Riley, Dr Maria Bargh, and Aroha Te 

Pareake Mead for and on behalf of Ngā Toki Whakarururanga, and  

1.4. Wai 3382, a claim by Mere Brooks, John Hooker, Alan Joseph Fred 

Hooker and Allen Webb for and on behalf of members of their 

respective hapū of Ngāruahine.  

2. Counsel were directed to file requests to cross-examine hearing four 

witnesses by Thursday, 25 September 2025. This memorandum is late and 

counsel apologise for the delay. Mr Fletcher and Mr Vincent were in the High 

Court on 29 September for a full-day criminal hearing. It is respectfully 

submitted no party will be prejudiced by the short delay. 

3. Counsel respectfully seek leave to cross-examine the following witnesses 

(topic indications and time indications follow each witness): 

3.1. Hemi Koia — 10 min (Ngāti Koata forestry: receipt of forestry following 

settlement; decision-making around planting of pinus radiata/exotics); 

3.2. Tui Warmenhoven – 5 min (on impediments and opportunities for the 

exercise of rangatiratanga over ngahere); 

3.3. Shaun Awatere – 5 min (on managed retreat in accordance with tino 

rangatiratanga); and 

 

 



 

 

3.4. Timothy Naish – 5 min (on the connection between sea level rise and 

coastal erosion). 

 

Dated: 1 October 2025 

 

 

 

A Sykes / S Fletcher 

Counsel for Wai 2494 Donna Awatere-Huata and 

others 

 

 

 

A Sykes / S Vincent 

Counsel for Wai 3281, Wai 3395, and Wai 3382 

 




