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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of Lani Kereopa, Nicki 

Douglas, Roana Bennett and Mariana Te Rangi for and on behalf of 

themselves as representatives of their whānau, hapū and iwi and as 

representatives of Te Urunga o Kea the Te Arawa Climate Change 

Working Group (Wai 3285). 

2. In memorandum-directions dated 16 September 2025, her Honour Judge 

Milroy directed that a summary of evidence for briefs longer than 20 

pages, and PowerPoint presentations for hearing four must be filed by no 

later than 5pm, Tuesday 7 October 2025.1 

3. Accordingly, this memorandum accompanies for filing the summary of 

evidence and PowerPoint Presentation of Dr Claire Charters to be 

presented at hearing week four. 

4. Also accompanying this memorandum for filing is a Brief of Evidence of 

Dr Claire Winfield Ngamihi Charters dated 7 October 2025. The brief of 

evidence endorses the brief of evidence of Caroline Emma Foster dated 

26 September 2025 relating to the Advisory Opinion of the International 

Court of Justice (ICJ) on Obligations of States in respect of Climate 

Change 2025 dated 23 July 2025 and is submitted to highlight for the 

benefit of the Waitangi Tribunal aspects of the Advisory Opinion that relate 

to Indigenous people specifically. 

5. Counsel acknowledge that the Tribunal has directed that the balance of 

claimant evidence was to be filed by 28 April 2025.2 

6. We respectfully seek leave to file out of time and refer to the reasons set 

out earlier by our friend Mr Sharp in filing the brief of evidence of Caroline 

Emma Foster, in that: 

a. The Advisory Opinion is dated 23 July 2025 and could not have 

been provided by the deadline date. 

 
1 Wai 3325 #2.6.15. 
2 Wai 3325 #2.6.4. 
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b. The evidence is provided to support the Waitangi Tribunal in its 

inquiry as it is expert evidence on the implications of the Advisory 

Opinion for Indigenous peoples regarding climate change. 

c. Any prejudice arising could be addressed by the Crown being given 

leave to file any reply evidence. 

7. Dr Charters is available to present her brief of evidence addressing the 

Advisory Opinion of the ICJ in a hearing week in 2026 to allow the Crown 

adequate time to prepare for cross-examination. 

 

DATED this 7th day of October 2025 

    

………………………………….                       ……………………………….. 
Tania Te Whenua    Lauren Chand   
Claimant Counsel    Claimant Counsel  
 




