
BEFORE THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL WAI 3325 

UNDER the Treaty of Waitangi Act 

1975 

IN THE MATTER OF the Climate Change Priority 

Inquiry  (Wai 3325) 

AND 

IN THE MATTER OF Wai 3281 and Wai 3382. 

MEMORANDUM OF COUNSEL 

Dated this 7th day of October 2025 

Annette Sykes & Co 

Barristers & Solicitors 

8 – Unit 1 Marguerita Street 

Rotorua, 3010 

Phone: 07-460-0433 

Counsel Acting: Annette Sykes, Sam Vincent 

Email: asykes@annettesykes.com; sam@annettesykes.com 

Wai 3325, #3.2.186

mailto:asykes@annettesykes.com
mailto:sam@annettesykes.com
Arapera Tapiata
New Stamp

Arapera Tapiata
New Stamp

Arapera Tapiata
Text Box
8 Oct 25



MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of:  

a) Wai 3281, a claim by Colleen-Skerrett-White on behalf of her whānau, 

hapū, iwi, whānaui whānui, and whāngai; and 

b) Wai 3382, a claim by Mere Brooks, John Hooker, Alan Joseph Fred 

Hooker and Allen Webb for and on behalf of members of their respective 

hapū of Ngāruahine.  

2. Speaking notes and PowerPoint presentations for witnesses presenting in Hearing 

Four are due to be filed today. 

3. Dr Kēpa Morgan (for Wai 3281) and Dr Dan Hikuroa (for Wai 3382) are preparing 

PowerPoint presentations to accompany their evidence in Hearing Four. 

4. Dr Morgan is currently unwell.  

5. Dr Hikuroa was recently unwell for a number of weeks, which has placed his 

commitments under pressure. 

6. For both these reasons, leave is sought for their PowerPoint presentations to be 

filed on Thursday 9 October. 

Supplementary opening submissions 

7. As Dr Hikuroa’s evidence is for Wai 3382 rather than Wai 3281, the opening 

submissions filed for Wai 3281 do not relate to him. 

8. Counsel has prepared a brief set of supplementary written submissions for Wai 

3382 which address Dr Hikuroa’s evidence as well as the evidence of Dr Jonathan 

Tonkin, a freshwater ecologist who is the last remaining witness for Wai 3382 (to 

be heard in Hearing Five). 

9. Counsel are consulting with the claimants on the submissions. 

 

 



10. Leave is respectfully sought to also file those brief written submissions on 

Thursday 9 October. 

Dated this 7th day of October 2025 

 

 

 

                                            Annette Sykes                                      Sam Vincent 

              Counsel for the Claimants 




