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I, Andrew Robert Jackson of Wellington, public servant state: 

 

Introduction 

1. This is my second brief of evidence in relation to the Wai 3513 urgent 

inquiry. My first brief of evidence was prepared jointly with Ms Tanya 

Harvey.  

2. In this brief of evidence, I clarify a matter raised during Ms Keisha Castle-

Hughes’ evidence at the hearing as to whether a child without New 

Zealand citizenship and who does not hold a residence-class visa or 

student visa is entitled to enrol in a Kōhanga Reo and attend without 

paying fees.  

3. In the attached appendix, I provide extracts which are referred to in this 

brief of evidence from the Education and Training Act 2020 (the Act) and 

the ECE funding handbook (the Handbook).  

Eligibility to enrol for early childhood education  

4. In my joint brief of evidence, Ms Harvey and I explained the difference 

between domestic and international student status under the Act.1  

5. There are no restrictions on funded early childhood education (ECE) 

enrolments because of domestic or international student status. This 

includes enrolment at Kōhanga Reo: 

5.1 The Act provides for the Minister to be able to set rules to limit 

funding for international students. Under s 548(4), the Minister 

may (without limiting s 548(3)) determine that no grant is 

payable in respect of any international student attending a 

licensed ECE service.  

5.2 The Handbook is issued under s 548(5) of the Act and describes 

the rules set by the Minister in relation to ECE funding. There is 

no definition of ‘domestic’ or ‘international’ student in the 

 
1   Wai 3513, #A14, Joint brief of Andrew Robert Jacksona and Tanya Lynn Harvey at [9]-[10].  



 

Handbook’s glossary, nor is there a definition of ‘child’ that limits 

eligibility of ECE funding to only domestic students. ECE funding 

(ECE funding subsidy or 20 hours ECE funding) for international 

students is therefore paid in the same way as domestic students 

under the rules.2  

 
 

Signed: ______________________________  
 Andrew Robert Jackson  

Date: 24 September 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2  See the Handbook at 3-A-1 and 4-1.  
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