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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed in response to the 

Memorandum-Directions of the Presiding Officer following the 

urgent hearing into this claim, directing Counsel to file materials as 

directed by 5pm, Friday, 26 September 2025.1  

 

2. In relation to the claimant’s evidence, it states: 

 
On 16 September 2025, Professor Emeritus David Williams 

referred to paragraph [29] of the brief of evidence of Dr Charters 
in which she makes reference to a finding under the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Wai 3513, #A9). Professor 
Williams asked Dr Charters to elaborate further on what she 

means in her brief of evidence by ‘right’ when speaking about a 
general assembly declaration such as the UNDRIP and 

requested this response in writing following the hearing. I agree 
that Dr Charter’s views will assist the Tribunal.  

 

3. Counsel advises that unfortunately Dr Charters is overseas for the 

school holidays and is unable to provide the written evidence 

requested.  

 
4. In light of this, Counsel respectfully suggest they address 

Professor Emeritus Williams’ question in their written closing 

submissions. While Counsel agrees that Dr Charter’s expert view 

on the status of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples (the Declaration) would be of value given her 

qualifications and expertise, it is submitted that this is also a legal 

issue that can appropriately be addressed by submissions.  

 

 
1 Wai 3513, #2.7.1.  
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5. Counsel apologises for the delay in filing this memorandum and 

respectfully seeks leave to file out of time.  

 

Dated 30 September 2025 

 

 

 
 
 __________________________ 
                                                  Alice McCarthy / Winston McCarthy 

Counsel for the claimant 

Alice Elizabeth McCarthy

Alice Elizabeth McCarthy




