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Purpose 

1. This memorandum-directions: 

(a) confirms the final timetable for the discrete hearing, to be convened via AVL as part 
of stage three of the National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources (Wai 2358) 
inquiry, on 7 November 2025; and  

(b) records an extension granted for the filing of Crown reply evidence.  

Discrete hearing timetable  

Background  

2. On 24 September 2025, I directed (among other things) claimant coordinating counsel for 
the forthcoming discrete hearing to confer and file a draft hearing timetable by 17 October 
2025 (Wai 2358, #2.6.138(a)).   

3. On 17 October 2025, the Tribunal received a memorandum from claimant coordinating 
counsel, Donna Hall and Bryn Singers, filing the draft timetable as directed (Wai 2358, 
#3.2.783 & #3.2.783(a)). 

4. Counsel advised they had liaised with the Crown, who have agreed to have their opening 
submissions taken as read. Counsel accordingly observed the draft timetable does not 
include time for Crown opening submissions (Wai 2358, #3.2.783 at [4]). 

5. Counsel further advised that, unless otherwise stated, all evidence will be taken as read, 
in order to allow for sufficient cross-examination and Tribunal question time at hearing 
(Wai 2358, #3.2.783 at [5]).  

6. Having reviewed the timetable, I noted that the draft: 

(a) contained several typographical errors; 

(b) did not specify the totality of witnesses intended to be called; and 

(c) did not appear to include any witness presentations for the Sixth Wai 2358 claimants, 
only opening submissions. 

7. On 22 October 2025, I therefore directed coordinating counsel, via an e-mail from the 
Waitangi Tribunal’s Registrar (the Registrar), to file by 28 October 2025, a revised 
timetable that corrects both the typographical errors noted and ensures that all witnesses 
who will appear at the discrete hearing are appropriately identified.   

8. I further instructed coordinating counsel to confer with Bryce Lyall, counsel for the Sixth 
Wai 2358 claimants, and confirm the nature of his client’s participation at the forthcoming 
hearing. 

9. On 23 October 2025, the Tribunal received a memorandum from coordinating counsel, 
along with an amended draft hearing timetable (Wai 2358, #3.2.784 & 3.2.784(a)). 

10. Counsel apologies for the previous iteration and refiles an amended timetable in 
accordance with my instructions above. 

11. Counsel further advises that Mr Lyall now no longer has witnesses who wish to present at 
the hearing. The time previously allocated to Mr Lyall’s clients, counsel states, has 
therefore been redistributed accordingly.  



3 
 

Decision  

12. I acknowledge with thanks counsel’s coordination efforts.  

13. The Tribunal has made a modest number of further stylistic and typographical changes for 
consistency with usual hearing procedure.  

14. The final timetable for the discrete hearing is accordingly attached as Appendix A. 

Crown reply evidence  

15. Any Crown evidence in reply to claimant and interested party evidence for the discrete 
hearing was due by 24 October 2025 (Wai 2358, #2.6.140 at [17]). 

16. On 24 October 2025, the Tribunal received a memorandum from Crown counsel Tim 
Stephens KC, Grace Seeley, and Anna McTaggart, seeking, due to ‘counsel 
commitments’, an extension to file Crown reply evidence by 29 October 2025 (Wai 2358, 
#3.2.785 at [3] – [4]). 

17. The extension sought is granted. 

18. I confirm the Crown should now file any reply evidence to that of the claimants and 
interested partes by no later than 5 pm, Friday 31 October 2025. 

 

Me tuku atu te Kairēhita i tētehi kape o tēnei whakahau ki ērā ki te rārangi whakamōhio mō 

Wai 2358, the National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources Inquiry.  

The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the distribution list for Wai 2358, the 

National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources Inquiry.  

 

WHAKAPŪMAUTIA ki Tairāwhiti i te 30 o te Oketopa 2025 
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