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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. Counsel refer to the Crown’s earlier memorandum dated 9 May 2025.  

2. As noted in that memorandum, at the time, the Government was taking 

time to consider the reports by the Climate Change Commission and the 

Methane Review Panel before making any decisions about the 2050 

emissions reduction target (2050 target) under the Climate Change 

Response Act 2002 (CCRA). 

3. Currently, the 2050 target is to: 

3.1 reduce net emissions of all greenhouse gases (except biogenic 

methane) to zero by 2050; and 

3.2 reduce emissions of biogenic methane to 24% to 47% below 2017 

levels by 2050, including to 10% below 2017 levels by 2030. 

4. Counsel have been instructed to advise the Tribunal that Cabinet has 

agreed to update the biogenic methane component of the 2050 target to 

reduce emission of biogenic methane to a range of 14-24% below 2017 

levels by 2050. Counsel have also been instructed that this decision is likely 

to be announced publicly today. Counsel understand it is proposed that the 

CCRA will be amended this year to change the 2050 target. 

5. As noted in the May memorandum, the Crown will file a supplementary 

brief of evidence (including relevant briefing(s) and Cabinet paper) to 

address the decision to amend the 2050 target. The relevant Crown 

witness will be available, and expected, to speak to these issues in the 

Crown evidence weeks.   
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