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Dated 30th. June 2003.

The Registrar

Waitangi Tribunal

PO Box 5022 (DX SP22525)
WELLINGTON. NZ.

IN THE MATTER of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975

AND
IN THE MATTER of this claim by ANDRE PATERSON
and
DAVID POTTER on behalf of
themselves and members of the

Ngati Tionga Hapu.

}

1. STATEMENT OF CLAIM.
Kia Ora,

This claim focuses on the return to Ngati Tionga the beach from Walkers Access Road to
Otamarakau.This beach was confiscated from Ngati Tionga as part of the 1866 Raupatu.

This claim is also for the return to Ngati Tionga the foreshore, the sea and seabed adjoining the
above beach to which the Crown has assumed ownership and control.

1.1 NGATI TIONGA.

Ngati Tionga is today and always has been the major Hapu of the Ngati Rangitihi Tribe.Ngati
Manawa, Ngati Mahi and Ngati Tarawhai were the other main Hapu of Ngati Rangitihi. Ngati
Rangitihi is the senior tribe of Te Arawa.

Ngati Tionga was the major Hapu of Ngati Rangitihi that occupied the Bay of Plenty coast. Ngati
Tionga had a coastal Pa named "Tionga" at Matata and also an inland Pa "Tapahoro" which was
located at the east end of Lake Tarawera.

The Ngati Mahi Hapu was mostly based at Lake Tarawera and at the East end of lake Rotoma.
Ngati Manawa was based on the edge of Tuhoe country and Kaiangaroa.
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The Ngati Tarawhai Hapu were located at Lake Okataina until the mid 1800’s when rising lake
levels forced them out. _

Like the other the other Hapu of Ngati Rangitihi, Ngati Tionga moved freely around the Ngati
Rangitihi Rohe to various seasonal Kaianga. However Ngati Tionga always had to maintain a

- forceful presence on the coast as this area was a valuable food and economic trading

resource. This put us in the insidious position of being the target for other expanding Tribes who
sougl¥to dispossess us of the same.

Our coastline, foreshore, sea and seabed have always been a very valuable food source to Ngati
Tionga. As a Hapu we lost many lives in our efforts to keep our Ahika. Our coastal location
meant that we were always vulnerable to attack. The presence of our large Urupa on the Pikowai
Beach and the Urupa at the Tarawera River mouth is testament to our struggle to maintain our
occupation here for many centuries.

The Rohe of the Hapu of Ngati Rangitihi encompasses the sea, seabed and about one hundred

and fifty thousand acres of land and lakes, rivers and streams

As well as land on the coast, the Rohe of the Ngati Tionga Hapu of Ngati Rangitihi also includes
the sea and seabed off the beach from Walkers Access Road all the way to Otamarakau in the
West. The Tasman Reef and Rurimu Islands which lie seven miles off the coast are within the ;
Ngati Tionga Rohe. Today Ngati Tionga still fish our traditional fishing grounds, as our ancestors
did for centuries.

2. OUR CLAIM:

2.1 We have been prejudicially affected by the confiscation on 17th Jan 1866 of coastline, beach
and foreshore from Walkers Access Road to Otamarakau. This confiscation is inconsistent with
the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi.

2.2 That we have been prejudicially affected in that the Crown has also assumed the ownership of
the sea, sea bed and foreshore of our coastline from Walkers Access Road to Otamarakau in the
West. This action by the Crown is a denial of our customary rights both to commercial and
recreational fishing. We will also be prejudicially affected should the seabed (and below) be used
for commercial purposes in future such as oil and mineral extraction or geothermal exploitation.
This is inconsistent with the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. (

2.3 That we have been prejudicially affected in that the Crown has allowed our sea to be polluted
for the last fifty years by industrial wastes from the Kawerau mills. Thereby jeopardizing any
future use of our sea for marine farming ventures.
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3. WE SEEK THE FOLLOWING RELIEF:

3.1 That the beach from Walkers access Road to Otamarakau be returned to Ngati Tionga
ownership.

3.2 That the foreshore, sea and seabed off the coast from Walkers Access Road to Otamarakau be
returned to Ngati Tionga ownership

3.3 That Ngati Tionga be financially compensated for the last fifty years of industrial pollution of
our sea and seabed from which we our sourced our food.

3.4 That Ngati Tionga be financially compensated because any chance of Ngati Tionga betterment

using the sea off our coast for commercial food production has been negated by fifty years of
industrial pollution.

3.5 That we claim back the royalties and the license fees etc collected by the Crown for the many
thousands of cubic yards of sand that has been mined off our beach over many years.

3.6 We ask for financial compensation and such other relief as the Tribunal considers appropriate.

4. WE ASK THE TRIBUNAL FOR THE FOLLOWING:

- 4.1 We wish the Tribunal to report on this claim.

4.2 We ask for permission to amend this claim, if necessary.

4.3 We ask that this claim be heard at the Rangitihi Marae in Matata.

S. WE ASK THE TRIBUNAL TO NOTIFY THE FOLLOWING OF THIS CLAIM:
5.1 The Regional Council.

5.2 The Whakatane District Council.

5.3 The Department of Conservation.

3.4 The Hon. Margaret Wilson, The minister in charge of Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations.




6. THE SOLICITOR IN CHARGE OF THIS CLAIM IS:

Deborah Edmunds
Kensington Swan
89 The Terrace
WELLINGTON.

Signed 30th June 2003.

Andre Paterson

7 Richmond Street
MATATA.

Phone (07) 3222470
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David Potter

11 Pakeha Street

RD 4 MATATA.

Bay of Plenty.

Phone (07) 3222075
Email: joos@xtra.co.nz




