
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 

CONCERNING 

MEMORANDUM - DIRECTIONS 

Wai 1200,2.1.14 

others 

the Treaty 
of Waitangi 
Act 1975 

'the 
Geothermal 
Claims' 

1 The Tribunal has received three further claims to 
geothermal energy rights along with a request for a 
conference with the Tribunal and with such 
representatives of other claimant groups as may wish to 
attend. 

2 The claims the Tribunal has now received on the use and 
ownership of geothermal energy are 

the 'Rotokawa claim' (Wai 57a) dated 16.3.87 by E 
Stokes for Ngati Tahu Tribal Trust concerning the 
Rotokawa geothermal field and the Crown's 
acquisition of the surrounding lands 

the 'Ngati Tahu claim' (Wai 57b) dated 20.11.87 by K 
Metekingi and 20 others of Ngati Tahu concerning the 
geothermal fields of Orakei Korako, Ngatamariki, 
Ohaaki and Rotokawa 

the 'Parahirahi claim No. I' (Wai 53) dated 5.2.89 
by W Tairua of Ngapuhi concerning the Ngawha 
geothermal field and the Crown's acquisition of the 
surrounding lands . 

the 'Parahirahi claim No.2' (Wai 123) dated 
12.12.89 by C S Brown concerning the Ngawha 
Geothermal field and the Crown's acquisition of the 
surrounding lands 

the 'Rangiteaorere Geothermal Claim' (part of Wai 
32) dated 2.4.90 by Te Aho Welsh and others 
concerning the Tikitere Geothermal field 

the 'Whakarewarewa claim' (Wai 153) of 1.8.90 by P M 
T Phillips for Rahui Trustees, concerning the 
Whakarewarewa geothermal field and the Crown's 
acquisition of the surrounding lands 



2 

the 'Uenuku-Kopako claim' (Wai 154) dated 1.8.90 by 
H Hohepa for Ngati Uenukukopako concerning the 
tribal geothermal field, and 

the 'Haira Whanau Claim' (Wai 155) dated 1.8.90 by B 
M Haira-Morehu concerning geothermal fields of the 
Haparangi district. 

The last four of the above claims are from the 
Rotorua district. The last three were filed 
yesterday. 

3 By a letter of 1.8.90 the Rotorua claimants seek a 
judicial conference to arrange the hearing of their 
claims and to ask that any other groups who have claims 
be invited to attend too "in order to settle whether a 
single inquiry could be conducted on the resource right 
question". lam happy with that course. If the Tribunal 
is to inquire into anyone claim for geothermal rights, 
it would seek to hear any others who may be affected and 
may wish to be heard and although they may hold-to a 
separate point of view. The Tribunal would also seek to 
hear any other tribal groups wishing to be heard but who 
may not have filed claims. 

4 The Rotorua claimants ask that the proposed conference be 
held urgently, because "an opinion that the Crown is 
about to dispose of its assumed interest in the resource 
is causing anxiety amongst Maori groups". It is added 
"Perhaps in the interim the Tribunal could seek the 
Crown's assurance that it will not in fact take any steps 
in that direction." 

5 Accordingly I now direct 

(a) that the Registrar arrange a conference at the 
Tribunal offices, Databank House, 175 The Terrace 
(Boulcott Street) Wellington, for Wednesday 15 
August. Pursuant to cl 8(2), 2nd Sch, Treaty of 
Waitangi Act 1975, the conference will be conducted 
by Mr Wilson. 

(b) that Maori claimants wishing to do so may meet 12.30 
to 2 pm at the Tribunal's offices before the 
judicial conference formally commencing at 2 pm. 

(c) that the Registrar advise all claimants with 
geothermal claims that they may send representatives 
to that conference for the purpose of considering 
whether their respective claims to the geothermal 
resource might be co-ordinated in any way, or 
otherwise to express a view on the conduct of any 
inquiry into the geothermal claims. 
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(d) that the claimants may advise other tribal groups 
with an interest in particular geothermal fields, 
that the meeting is open to them, and whether or not 
they have filed a claim. 

(e) That Crown representatives from Treaty of Waitangi 
Policy Unit and Crown Law Office be likewise advised 
of the conference. 

(f) That the Crown, through Crown Law Office, advise, as 
soon as practicable, whether or not it can give an 
assurance that the Crown will not dispose of its 
interest in the geothermal resource until the claims 
have been heard, or whether it can otherwise advise 
the position at this stage. 

DATED at Wellington this day of August 1990. 

cc Stokes for Rotokawa claim 
Stokes for Ngati Tahu claim 
Tairua for Parahirahi claim No. 1 
Brown for Parahirahi claim No. 2 
Hurley for Rangiteaorere claim 
Carran for Whakarewarewa claim 
Hurley for Uenuku Kopako claim 
Hurley for Haira family claim 



, 
<MEMORANDUM 

TO: Lynette Fussell 
for Registrar 

FILE: WAI 153 

FROM: Chairperson 

DATE: 2 August 1990 

SUBJECT: GEOTHERMAL CLAIMS 

1 Register Whakarewarewa Claim Wai 153 Uenuku Kopako Claim 
Wai 154, and Te Haira Whanau claims 155 (attached). 

2 Send to each Carran, Hurley, Stokes, Tairua, Brown, 
Wilson, TOWPU and Crown Law -

(a) A copy of my memo.C.4Jh ~~l 

(b) A copy of each of the 8 claims (I have already 
assembled them - please see me) . 

(c) A covering letter enclosing those documents and 
drawing saying you will advise the date of the 
meeting as soon as possible. 

3 To Crown Law letter add -

Please respond to para 5(e) of the Chairperson's 
directions. 

fa (dlUf ~ ~~/ffwtt~ ~- rJ(A~e- ~U- ~~~ i 14 ~off4 tld-e- ~&f I1.-c:>f ~ 
/ 

4 Make Wai 153 the master file and enter anything further 
on claims 57a, 57b, /53,!/123~ 153', 154 "'and 155 v on that 
file. 

~rson 


