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AITANGI TRIBUNAL ?

Wai 218
NCERNIN the Treaty of Waitangi
Act 1975
AND | a claim by Sam Hahunga

on behalf of the Pekehaua
Trustees relating to
Taniwha Springs

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF TRIBUNAL

The Registrar will please note that this claim, received on 20 June 1991, has already been
informally entered on the Register of claims as Wai 218. However, the Tribunal has been informed
~ that no direction was given to formally register the claim and to give notice of'it to affected °

parties. The Registrar should now formalise the registration of the claim and give notice of it as
directed below. '

~ The claim relates to the alleged acquisition of land surrounding Taniwha Springs under the Public
Works Act without tribal approval, and the subsequent use of the springs without having obtained
a water right until November 1990. Both actions are said to have diminished Ngati Rangiwewehi’s

use and enjoyment of the resource and the tribe’s rights of exclusive ownership and management
of it.

In directions dated 7 June 1991, the Tribunal consolidated several claims under the general
heading Wai 153 Geothermal claims and indicated that it anticipated claims to be filed regarding
Taniwha and Hamurana Springs. Subsequently, this claim, and another concerning Hamurana

Springs filed by the same claimant (and registered as Wai 219), were consolidated with Wai 153
by a direction dated 8 October 1991.

On 29 June 1995 a further direction commissioning research relating to Taniwha and Hamurana
Springs was given. '

In light of the direction of 29 June 1995, and in the knowledge that it is highly unlikely that the
Wai 153 inquiry will be scheduled for further hearings in the near future, it now transpires that the
two claims should not be heard as part of the consolidated Wai 153 Geothermal claims. The

Registrar should accordingly withdraw both claims, and all documentation received in relation
to them, from the Record of Inquiry for Wai 153.

The Registrar is further instructed to group both Wai 218 and Wai 219 for inquiry and to

that end the Record of Inquiry for both claims should be consolidated under Wai 218 and
called the Taniwha and Hamurana Springs claim.

The Tribunal notes that under section 6(4A) of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 it is prevented

from recommending the return to Maori ownership of any private land or the acquisition by the
Crown of any private land.



A copy of this direction should be sent to the claimant and further copies, together with copies
of the statements of claim for Wai 218 and Wai 219, should go to:

Crown Law Office

Maori Land Information Office

Office of Treaty Settlements

Department of Survey and Land Information
Te Puni Kokiri

DATED at Wellington this 24th day of October 1995

Deputy Chief Judge N Smith
Deputy Chairperson
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL
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