
For Waitangi Tribunal Hearing Tuesday 10th May 2005 

ROTORUA DISTRICE COUNCIL AND TANIWHA SPRINGS 

EBOP hearing 28 January 2004. Decision 8 April 2004 

Outcome - continue at current level of take (681/s), engage in meaningful consultation with 
Ngati Rangiwewehi. 

Appeal- RDC lodged appeal in June 2004. They are therefore not bound by conditions of the 
new Resource Consent. It is sad that the District Council appealed the decision rather than 
acknowledge the need to properly consult and consider alternatives. , , :/;L '\~ 

Meetings between RDC and Ngati Rangiwewehi since July 2004 ~onthlY, tendered 
for consultants to investigate alternative water sources. We h~reached point of considering 
cultural impacts for each alternative. We are working to getAlnderstandi-Bg Gf4he importance 
of this process and of the cultural impacts. If not done correctly may lead to further 
grievances from other parties. (Last met 29 March 2005 with an RDC representative.) 

Ngati Rangiwewehi consider that consultation is an ongoing responsibility in the management 
of our resource. 

Other issues of importance to Ngati Rangiwewehi are: 

1. Monitoring, Recording and Reporting 

• Update re: monitoring at the pumps 
• Confirmation that water take is within approved limit 
• Copies of reports to Ngati Rangiwewehi of amounts taken 
• Historical data of water taken from Taniwha Springs 
• Update of monitoring at Hamurana Road Bridge 
• Historical data regarding changes to the level of Lake Rotorua 
• Current data re: daily water take from springs that feed into Lake Rotorua 

2. Environmental Effects 

• What historical data is available regarding changes to Taniwha Springs and 
TeAwahou? 

• Who is responsible for maintaining the levels of Lake Rotorua? 
• What are the criteria used to determine when or ifit should be lowered? 
• Where did the "recommended maximum level' originate? 
• Who is responsible for the monitoring of animals on lifestyle blocks and 

other properties that border our waterways? 
• What are the bylaws that govern the safe removal of animal waste and that 

protect our waterways from contamination. 

3. Sustainability of Supply 

• What reports are available on the state of the groundwater in and around 
the springs that currently supply water to the town? 



4. Future Growth 

• Where is industrial development to be sited. 
• What contribution will industry make to regaining / maintaining quality of 

water. 

5. Future need for water 

• It is a given that the need for potable water in the Rotorua township will 
ontinue. 

• Power generation from water sources 

6. Water Conservation Strategies 

• Metered water for town users? 
• Sewage treatment, water re-use 

7. Alternative Sources 

• Lake Rotorua 
• Mawae Springs 
• Paradise Valley Springs 
• Hemo Springs 
• Groundwater 
• Taniwha Springs 
• Hamurana Springs 

To date only the investigation of alternative sources has been addressed. 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND HAMURANA SPRINGS 

Lease for the Hamurana Springs Reserve expired 31 July 2000 
• Ongoing discussions and meetings between Ngati Rangiwewehi and Dept. of 

Conservation to try to impress upon them our role as tangata whenua and the 
responsibility that DoC have to consult with us. 

e Charter of Partnership was mooted however, 
• DoC moved straight to inviting Expressions of interest to manage the Hamurana Reserve 

in January 2004 
• Rather than be shut out again Ngati Rangiwewehi also registered an Expression of Interest 

along with 24 other parties 
• A draft Business plan was submitted in May 2004. 
• We have just been advised yesterday 9th May 2005 that the Expressions ofInterest of 

Ngati Rangiwewehi and 3 other parties have been successful and will go to the next stage. 
Therefore, we are likely to be competing with New Zealand Maori Arts and Crafts 
Institute (Te Puia), Rainbow Springs, and one Robert Baek for the right to manage our 
own resource. 

• In the meantime we are in the invidious position of watching as a community group of 
local residents also partners with DoC to carry out maintenance and alteration of the 
reserve. 

• We have formed a Memorandum of Agreement with the community group in an effort to 
be included in their plans for our taonga. It is rather like watching someone come into 
your home and rearrange your furniture or change your wallpaper, but if you are lucky 
they may tell you about it fIrst. 



• In continuing to work with DoC we are hoping to improve their understanding and to 
diminish the sense of alienation that we have experienced in respect ofHamurana Springs. 

• We are also monitoring the proposals of Environment Bay of Plenty in regard to capturing 
the waters of the Kaikaitahuna (Hamurana Stream) so that they no longer flow into Lake 
Rotoiti via the Ohau Channel. 

ROTORUA DISTRICT COUNCIL AND ROADWORKS 

We recently had cause to be concerned at the processes of the Rotorua District Council in 
respect of roadworks within our Rohe. 

In January 2005 we received a letter from an archaeologist contracted by RDC and Sigma 
Consultants to excavate a site on the lake front between Te Waerenga Road and Unsworth 
Road prior to the realignment of Hamurana Road. In the words of the consultant "Because of 
the rushed nature of the job I did not contact you at the time ... I can only apologise for this 
and hope you will understand ... Most of the report is now complete, and I will be finalising it 
when the radiocarbon dates are returned from Waikato University at the end of January. 
Again, my apologies for not being organised enough to contact you before." 

No consultation from - RDC, consultants, archaeologist, or Historic Places Trust. 

These are the kinds of experiences we continue to have with our local authority and other 
Crown agencies. It is an ongoing process of education requiring patience and perseverance, 
however, we will continue to work through the frustrations and difficulties so that but if we 
are not shut out from that which is rightfully ours, 


