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Takitimu supports Council’s submission to include climate change into the
Constitutional Inquiry, not because of climate change itself but more because the
wellbeing of the people cannot be sustained without the equivalent wellbeing of the
environment. And climate change is but one result of humanity’s attitude of
superiority and disrespect to the environment. So rather than limiting the inquiry to
climate change, the inquiry would benefit from including the Crown's failure to
acknowledge it's Tiriti obligations to protect the taonga of mankind’s reciprocal
relationship with Te Taiao.

The timing could not be better for the Crown to acknowledge that the assumption of
Cartesian duality, of Man’s disconnect and superiority to the Taiao is wrong.

And has directly contributed to pollution, to the extinction of species, and now to the
risks to humanity’s very survival. And unless the Crown puts an end to that
disconnect and that Cartesian attitude of the right to use and abuse nature,
environmental degradation will continue, until life for humanity is indeed endangered.

Tikanga sets out the kinship, the oneness, the interconnectedness of humankind
and the environment and also sets out the Tikanga that should guide our relationship
to it. A crucial Tikanga that has been omitted from Council’s submission is utu or the
seeking and the achievement of balance, of harmony, of tika, of giving back to the
environment. The current practices -the complete opposite to the Cartesian notion of
the superiority and separation of mankind from their environment.

The mana, the rangatiratanga, the tapu of the Taiao needs to be included into the
Constitution as a check and balance to the environmental degradation, the pollution,
the climate change crisis caused by the current Constitutional omissions.

It is long overdue for the Crown to take on board the Maori view that the earth and
planet are one family, engaged in the circle of life, interconnected as descendants of
the earth and sky and cousins to every living and dead thing/being.

The Tikanga that the people and their environment are a single entity can be seen in
the citizenship awarded by the Crown to the Whanganui River. This acknowledges
the people of the Whanganui river, when they say, | am the awa and the awa is me, In
other words, the wellbeing of the river is necessary for the wellbeing of the people.

But rather than every whanau and hapu having to get special legislation, such as that
of the Whanganui River, the entire environment would and should be included into
the Constitution as a fundamental, irrevocable acknowledgement of the unity and
responsibility of people to their environment.
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