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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

I, COLLEEN ARIHANA SKERRETT-WHITE (B.A. Maori Development), of 

Rotoehu, Director Taumanu Associates & Tribal Administrator swear: 

1. I have provided evidence on a number of occasions before the Tribunal in the 

Central North Island District. 

2. I provide this statement for two reasons firstly to supply the C.V. of Mr Rob 

Christie, as requested by the Tribunal during hearing week 8; and secondly to 

respond to some issues raised by Mr Brett 0' Shaughnessy in his evidence for 

Environment Bay of Plenty. 

Curriculum Vitae of Rob Christie 

3. Following the 8th hearing week held at the Rydges Hotel in Rotorua, I contacted 

Mr Christie to discuss with him some ofthe issues that had been canvassed before 

the Tribunal. I informed him that the Tribunal had requested a copy of his CV 

which he willingly agreed to supply. 

4. I have attached to this statement and marked as "Appendix A" a copy ofMr Rob 

Christie's CV to assist the Tribunal, which includes a copy of his contact details. 

Environment Bay of Plenty Evidence 

5. My evidence in this regard pertains to para 5.2 ofMr O'Shaughnessy's evidence. 

6. Norske Skog Tasman and the Trustees of Matata 39A4 & Other Blocks and 

Kawerau A8 have commissioned six Reports that pertain directly to the issues 

raised by Mr O'Shaughnessy. I list these reports as follows: 
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a) Investigation of Subsurface Conditions at Norske Skog Primary Solids 

Waste Disposal Area - Gwilym Environmental Services Ltd. October 

2001; 

b) Investigation of Subsurface Conditions at the Tasman Primary Solids 

Waste Disposal Area - Gwilym Environmental Services lid. June 2002; 

c) Review of Geology and Inpoundment Structures in the Vicinity of the 

Tasman Primary Solids Area - Gwilym Environmental Services Ltd. 

November 2002; 

d) Discussion of Rationalisation of Groundwater Monitoring Bores at the 

Tasman Wastewater Treatment and Solid Waste Disposal Area -

Kawerau - Gwilym Environmental Services Ltd. May 2003; 

e) Investigation of Subsurface Conditions at the Upper Embankment 

within the Tasman Primary Solids Waste Disposal Area - Gwilym 

Environmental Services Ltd. March 2004; and 

f) Summary Report Upper Embankment and Primary Solids Waste 

Disposal Final Report V2 - Gulf Management Resource Ltd. July 2004. 

7. I believe that these reports are within the document bank of Waikato University 

Environmental Impacts Report (#E3), however should the Tribunal require, I can 

provide copies. 

8. The Reports confirm the existence of a toxic waste dump site within the upper 

embankment. This embankment is not a berm as referred to by 

Mr O'Shaughnessy III his evidence and conceded by him under cross 

examination. 1 

9. There have been two years of heavy rainfall (referred to as a 100 year heavy rain 

event) in the Whakatane and Kawerau areas. This has resulted in the flooding and 

1 See Investigation of Subsurface Conditions at Norske Skog Primary Solids Waste Disposal 
Area - Gwilym Environmental Services Ltd. October 2001, and Investigation of Subsurface 
Conditions at the Tasman Primary Solids Waste Disposal Area - Gwilym Environmental Services 
Ltd. June 2002 
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inundation of many parts of the Primary Solids Waste Disposal Area which 

required extra pumping equipment. I attach and mark as "Appendix B" 

photographic evidence taken by myself of this flooding. 

10. At para 5.2.2 Mr O'Shaughnessy suggests that 82 bore holes were drilled into the 

upper berm to search for drums of zinc hydro sulphite. In fact, only 42 sampling 

bores were completed in the upper embankment investigations and an 

electromagnetic induction detector was used to identifY metal located within the 

embankment between A8, the Urupa Ponds and the landfill area, the same 

area/location identified as the toxic dump site in the evidence of Mr Arthur 

Coates. 

11. The 'leachate sump' which I referred to in my power point presentation at the 

Te Puke hearings, carries leachate from the toxic dump site and disposes of it into 

the solid waste area? 

12. At para 5.2.3, Mr O'Shaughnessy downplays the risks associated with the 

possibility of the dam breaching. I remind the Tribunal that: 

a) several active fault zones have been identified in the area currently utilised 

by Tasman for waste disposal and water treatment processing. The upper 

embanIanent area contained the 'ngawha' referred to in the traditional 

evidence of the claimants given at the Te Puke hearings; 

b) the Trustees/Claimants and Norske Skog have one report, Beca Simons 

2003, on the condition of the lower embanIanent that complies with the 

resource consent condition of inspection and monitoring; and 

c) the maximum height control refers to the 100ft contour of the sludge 

disposal not the height of the upper embankment. This height has already 

been breached in some areas. 

2 See Investigation of Subsurface Conditions at the Tasman Primary Solids Waste Disposal Area 
- Gwilym Environmental Services Ltd. June 2002 
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13. The 'berm' referred to by Mr O'Shaughnessy at para 5.2.4 is in fact an 

embankment. There is no 'berm' near the spring. The water flows from the 

spring into the ponded area created by the embanlanent not the other way around. 

If the water flowed over the embankment the whole area would be under water! 

The water is pumped out of the Urupa Pond to the Tarawera River. This was 

discussed at the Te Puke hearings and I will not therefore take this matter any 

further. 

14. During the time I have been involved with this 'take', EBOP have always relied 

on the information provided by the Company to satisfy their monitoring 

responsibilities in regards to resource consent compliance, instead of monitoring 

themselves. The minimisation of risk is therefore in my perception, an issue that 

has been buried from view. 

15. Given the nature of the ta::mga that is at risk, this is a state of affairs that we, the 

tangata whenua, find absolutely abominable. 

Dated the 3rd day of August 2005 at Rotorua 

COLLEEN SKERRETT-WlllTE 
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Date of Birth 

Appendix A 

CURRICULUM VITAE - Gulf Resource 
Management Ltd 
Rob Christie 
Director/Senior Environmental Consultant 

21 May 1970 

Nationality Scottish/New Zealand 

Key Qualifications SSc (Hons) Environmental Science and 
Technology, Middlesex University, North London. 
Diploma of Industrial Studies, Severn Trent Water Pic. 
Member of the Chartered Insti1ute of Environmental Management 
(CIWEM) 

Professional Member of the New Zealand Hydl'ological Society 

Date 

Affiliations Member of the Chartered Institute of Environmental 
Management (CIWEM) 
Member of the New Zealand Waste Water Association 
Member of Waste Minz NZ 

Languages English: Mother Tongue 

Countries of Work United Kingdom, New Zealand, Spain 

Employment Record: 

Employer Position 

October 2001 - Gulf Resource Management Manager/Director 

Present Ltd 

2000 - 2001 Meritec Ltd Senior Environmental Scientist 

1997 - 2000 CRL Energy Ltd Environmental Research Consultant 

1995 -1997 Robert. H. Cuthbertson & Environmental Geochemist/Project 

Partners Manager 

1994 - 1995 Sir Alexander Gibb & Environmental Geochemist/Project 

Partners Manager 

1994 Cairns Environmental Ltd Environmental Scientist 

1993 -1994 Watershed Systems Environmental Scientist 

1991 -1992 Severn Trent Water Pic Industrial Waste Services/Consent 
Officer 

May 2004 6 
Rob Christie - Gulf Resource Management Ltd 

rob@gulf-management.co.nz, 075442727, 021882727 
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Work Experience 

Gulf Resource Management Limited 
October 2001 - Present 

Gulf Resource Management Ltd provides environmental 
consultancy services to a range of clients. 

Recent works include peer reviewing contaminated land 
investigations and remediation plans for one of New Zealand's 
largest contaminated land sites as well as conducting one of the 
largest quantitative risk investigations on 29 former mill waste 
sites using geophysics and fully quantitative risk modelling. 

• Pollution Control for Tauranga City - Tauranga City 
Council 

• Peer review and risk assessment for Norske Skog 
Tasman 

• Production of contaminated site management plans for 
ESOP 

• Peer review of contaminated site management plans for 
ESOP 

• Risk Quantification for 29 former landfill sites for ESOP 
• Phase I & II Investigation of a former dry cleaners and 

service station - Private 
• Stormwater Consent Application - SEMNZlTranz Rail 
• Environmental Impact Assessment - Tranz Rail 
• Providing consultancy advice to Matamata Piako District 

Council 
• Preparing Matamata Landfill's Aftercare Management 

Plan 
• Intrusive investigation of Matamata Landfill 
• Stormwater Characterisation Studies - Tauranga District 

Council 
• Stormwater Quantification - Melland Holdings Sludge 

Disposal 
• Stormwater Sund Geotechnical Report - Melland Holdings 

May 2004 

• Masterton Oxygenation Ponds Review of Analytical 
Results - Private 

• Masterton Oxygenation Ponds - Submission 

Rob Christie - Gulf Resource Management Ltd 
rob@gulf-management.co.nz, 075442727, 021882727 
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Meritec Limited 
August 2000 - October 2001 

Project Management of a variety of AEE's, Peer Reviews, Waste 
Management Projects and Contaminated Land and Water 
Investigations. Work included the production of the Tirohea 
Management Plan, baseline monitoring for Trohea and 
implementing a proposed monitoring regime. 

CRL Energy· Environmental Research Consultant 
1997 - 2000 

Management of CRL Energy's environmental research and 
consultancy, providing industry and local government with 
technical advice. Tasks including marketing, personnel 
management, introduction of quality control systems and the 
identification of new markets. 

Projects included: 

• Assessment of contaminated land, waste\waste water 
management and identification of remedial techniques. 

• Landfill management services and aftercare 
investigations. 

• Air quality monitoring and a range of on-going research 
programmes. 

• Assessment of the leaching potential of toxic material from 
ash and coal. 

• Researching the abilities of different soil types to attenuate 
various levels of toxic runoff. 

• Efficiency and associated environmental impacts on the 
combustion of New Zealand Coals. 

Robert H Cuthbertson & Partners· Environmental 
Geochemist/Project Manager 
1995 ·1997 

Project Manager to a civil engineering firm, with a range of duties 
including staff management, budget control, and pre/post project 
audits within the environmental department. Projects ranged 
from environmental and eco-environmental auditing, phase I 
desk top studies, phase II intrusive investiga~ons, phase III site 
remediation schemes, landfill management, risk assessments, 
environmental impact assessments, hydrogeological sUMys and 
waste management engineering. 

May 2004 
Rob Christie - Gulf Resource Management Ltd 

rob@gulf-management.co.nz, 075442727, 021882727 
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Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners· Environmental 
Geochemist/Project Manager 
1994 ·1995 

Project management and field engineering on a host of 
contaminated ground and groundwater investigations, 
environmental impact assessments, environmental auditing 
schemes and landfill monitoring projects. 

Cairns Environmental· Environmental Scientist 
1994 

Internship with Cairns Environmental involved with a variety of 
projects including environmental impact assessments, landfill 
audits, contaminated land audits and market research. 

Watershed Systems· Environmental Scientist 
1993 ·1994 

Installation and marketing of reed bed/wetland waste water 
treatment systems and bio-augmentation products. 

Severn Trent Water PIc· Industrial Waste Services/Consent 
Officer 
1991 ·1992 

Monitoring and control of industrial waste water discharge, 
involving the installation of sampling programs, chemical 
analysis, data collation and presentation, consultation with a 
varied cross section of industry. 

May 2004 
Rob Christie - Gulf Resource Management Ltd 

rob@gulf-management.co.nz, 075442727, 021882727 
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CATEGORISED EXPERIENCE 

Contaminated Land/Groundwater 

Phase I and Phase II Assessments 
Barrhead Gas Works - British Gas 
Belton Former Landfill, Leicestershire - Humberside County 
Council 
Cowley Peachey, Former Silt Disposal Site, Uxbridge - British 
Waterways 
Cowpen Beauly I Bishop Auckland Pipeline, Northumberland -
British Gas 
Crossgates Contaminated Land Investigation, Dunfermline -
Private 
Dundee Former Goods Yard, Tayside - Scottish Enterprise 
Jackson Street Former Dry Cleaners, Petone - Southlight Studios 
Hardmans of Hull Former Tar Distillery, Humbersid~ - English 
Partnerships 
Huntington Estate, Hamilton- Sheep dip Investigation, CKL 
Surveys 
Jackson Street, Petone - Service Station and Dry Cleaners -
Private 
Kelburn Former Metal Works, Port Glasgow - Scottish Enterprise 
Limekiln Road Former Petrol Station, Stevenson - Ayrshire 
Enterprise 
Links Road Former Gas Works, Aberdeen - British Gas 
Methil Dockyard, Fife - Fourth Pais 
Musselburgh Former Gas Works, East Lothian - British Gas 
Otara Lake Dredging, Otara - Contact Energy 
Prestwick Airport, Greenfield Site, Ayrshire - Scottish Enterprise 
Port Glasgow Docks, Port GlaSJow - Scottish Enterprise 
Princess Wharf, Glasgow - Scottish Enterprise 
Uddingston Gas Works - British Gas 
Sawmill Investigation - Thames Timber 
Tradeston Gas Works, Kilbirnie Street, Glasgow - British Gas 
Vale of Leven Industrial Estate, Dunbarton - Scottish Enterprise 
Wharf Road, Islington, London - British Waterways 
Whakatane Mill Waste Investigations - EBOP 

Phase III Remediation 
Uddingston Gas Works Remediation - British Gas 
Musselburgh Former Gas Works Remediation - British Gas 
Cowley Peachey Marina Development, Uxbridge - British 
Waterways 
Newhaven Docks Site Remediation, Edinburgh (relinquishing of 
tenancy agreement) with co-consultants Environmental 

May 2004 
Rob Christie - Gulf Resource Management Ltd 

rob@gulf-management.co.nz, 075442727, 021882727 
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Management and Englneenng Inc (OSA) - Bntish Pipe Goaters 
Ltd (BPCL) 
Hardmans of Hull, Humberside, Phase III Proposal - English 
Partnerships 
Hardmans of Hull, Humberside, Proposed Retail scheme, Site 
Remediation - English Partnerships 
Wharf Road, Islington, Proposed Nursing Home - British 
Waterways 

Waste and Waste Water Management 
Auldcathy Landfill Management - J Cadzow 
Archibald Park Landfill Monitoring - Waitakere City Council 
Belton Landfill Remediation Plan, Leicestershire - Humberside 
County Council 
Belton Pond Bio-Augmentation - Humberside County Council 
Bream Landfill waste management, werking plan and alternative 
recycling proposals, Falkirk - Caltech 
Industrial Services 
Kay Road Landfill Monitoring - Waitakere City Council 
McLeans Landfill Monitoring, Greymouth - Works Civil 
Construction 
Matamata Landfill Aftercare Plan - Matamata Piako District 
Council 
Meggieden Landfill closure, remediation and aftercare, Fife -
Durie Estates 
Mercury Bay Landfill - Thames Coromandel District Council 
Peer Review - Matamata Piako District Council Tender 
Documents 
Riverview Road Former Landfill, Phase I & II Investigations, 
Matamata-Piako District Council 
Spur Street Former Landfill, Te AlOha, Phase I & II Investigations 
- Matamata-Piako District Council 
Taipari Strand Landfill Monitoring - Waitakere City Council 
Tirohea Landfill Management Plan - Private 
Vertical Composting Unit - Waitakere City Council 
Wetland Treatment Systems, Trossachs - Private 
Wicks Balefill Landfill Monitoring - Waitakere City Council 
Winchburgh landfill, waste management - Private 
Winchburgh landfill, former mine and subsidence survey for 
landfill extension - Private 
Winchburgh Clay Pit Feasibility Study, East Lothian - Private 

Scientific Investigations - Severn Trent Water Pic 
Barston: Nitrification and denitrification assessment 
Barston: Humus tank performance 

May 2004 
Rob Christie - Gulf Resource Management Ltd 

rob@gulf-management.co.nz, 075442727, 021882727 
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Coleshill: Maximum and minimum loadings to the aerated 
sewage process 
Goscote: Nitrification and denitrification assessment 
Lichfield: Investigation into inlet flow development 
Minworth: Assessment of polymer dosing of secondary sludge to 
drying beds 
Shustoke: Flow and loading to rotating biodisk 

Groundwater Investigations 
Belton Former Landfill, Borehole Survey / Hydrogeological Study 
- Humberside County Council 
Hardmans of Hull Former Tar Distillery, Borehole Survey / 
Hydrogeological Study - English Partnership 
Spur Street Former Landfill - Matamata-Piako District Council 
Wharf Road, Islington, Groundwater Pesticide and ( 
OrganoMercury Investigation - British Waterways 
Winchburgh Claypit, Borehole Survey / Hydrogeological Study -
Private 
Sustainability of Scottish Water Supplies - University of 
Edinburgh/University of Stirling 

Gas Monitoring I Surveys 
Belton Former Landfill Gas Assessment - Humberside County 
Council 
Dundee Former Goods Yard Gas Monitoring - Scottish 
Enterprise 
Hardmans of Hull former Tar Distillery, Gas Assessment­
English Partnership 
Holy town Mine Gas Assessment - Scottish Enterprise 
In addition to tile above, several regular monitoring visit were 
conducted over a variety of additional sites. 

Particulate Emission & PM10 Monitoring 
Pan Pacific- Napier; Carter Holt Harvey - Kinleith Mill, 
Whakatane Pulp Mill; Anchor Products - Morrinsville, 
Te Awamutu, Hautapu, Tirau, Te Rapa, Waitoa, Edgecumbe; 
Affco Wairoa; MacDonalds Lime, Auckland Meat Processors, 
Auckland Prisons. 

Geophysical Surveys 
Belton Landfill 
Hardmans of Hull 
Winchburgh Landfill Extension 
Whakatane Mill Waste Investigations - 28 EC & GPR 
Investigations 

May 2004 
Rob Christie - Gulf Resource Management Ltd 

rob@gulf-management.co.nz, 075442727,021882727 
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Pre-Acquisition Audits 
A multitude of fast turnaround pre-acquisition audits conducted 
over the UK 

Economic Environment Audits 
Fly Ash Disposal to Musselburgh Lagoons - East Lothian Council 
Negotiations between Scottish Power and Clients - East Lothian 
Council 

Environmental Audits 
Bankhead and Eastfield Industrial Estates, Glenrothes - CINO 
Estates 
Heriot Watt Research Park, Edinburgh - Ryden Property 
Consultants 
Hospital Road Former Bus Depot, Haddington - Ryden Property 
Consultants 
Rosyth Naval Dockyard, Fife - Scottish Enterprise 
Fletcher Challenge Ltd, NZ - Audit of CNIF Assets 

Environmental Impact Assessments 
AEE - Waitawheta Quarry 
AEE - Waitakere City Counal VCU Composting 
AEE - Contact Energy Dredging 
AEE - McDougall Mine 
AEE - Mercury Bay, Thames Coromandel District Council 
Apata Coal Store - Preliminary Assessment, Tranz Rail 
Meggieden Landfill Site, Fife - Durie Estates 
Panmuirfield Screening Works, Tayside - Dundee District Council 
Bream Landfill, Falkirk - Caltech Industrial Services 

May 2004 
Rob Christie - Gulf Resource Management Ltd 

rob@gulf-management.co.nz, 075442727, 021882727 
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