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BEFORE THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL    WAI 381 
TE RŌPŪ WHAKAMANA I TE TIRITI O WAITANGI  WAI 2700 
 
IN THE MATTER of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 
 
AND 
 

 
IN THE MATTER of the Mana Wāhine Kaupapa Inquiry (Wai 2700) 
 
AND  

 
IN THE MATTER of a claim filed by DAME ARETA KOOPU on behalf of 

herself and on behalf of the Maori Women’s Welfare 
League Incorporated and by DAME WHINA COOPER, 
DAME MIRA SZÁSZY, DR ERIHAPETI MURCHIE, 
DAME GEORGINA KIRBY, VIOLET POU, DAME 
JUNE MARIU, HINE POTAKA, DAME AROHA 
RERITI-CROFTS (being past Presidents of the Maori 
Women’s Welfare League) and by DR HOPE TUPARA 
(being the current President of the Maori Women’s 
Welfare League) and on behalf of themselves and 
RĪPEKA EVANS of Ngāpuhi, Te Aupouri, Ngāti Kahu 
and Ngāti Porou for herself and on behalf of Māori 
women and by MARY-JANE PAPAARANGI REID of 
Te Rarawa and Te Aupouri for herself and on behalf of 
Māori women and by DONNA AWATERE-HUATA of 
Ngāti Whakaue and Ngāti Porou for herself and on 
behalf of Māori women and by LADY ROSE HENARE 
for herself and on behalf of Ngāti Hine and by 
KATERINA HOTERENE for herself and on behalf of 
Ngāti Hine and by TEPARA MABEL WAITITI for herself 
and on behalf of Ngāti Hine and by KARE COOPER-
TATE for herself and on behalf of Ngāti Hine (Wai 381) 
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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed by Kāhui Legal on behalf of the 

Wai 381 claimants and provides an update on the remedies wananga 

which counsel had signaled would be held on 21 November 2025 at 

the Tribunal offices. 

2. Following the judicial conference on 16 October 2025, the Tribunal 

issued memorandum-directions on 31 October and 4 November 2025 

confirming various filing milestones and upcoming hearing dates in 

respect of the Rangatiratanga Pou for the Wai 2700 – Mana Wāhine 

Kaupapa Inquiry (the Inquiry). Importantly, the Tribunal has directed 

that evidence for hearing week two be filed by 28 November 2025, 

with evidence for hearing week three to be filed not long thereafter.    

3. The upcoming filing deadlines affect a significant number of claimants 

involved in the Inquiry.  After the Tribunal’s directions were issued, a 

number of claimants and their counsel expressed concern with their 

capacity to prepare for and attend a remedies wānanga on 21 

November, given they will be at a critical stage in preparing their 

evidence.   

4. In addition, counsel have learnt that external AVL technology will be 

required to facilitate remote participation at the remedies wānanga, if 

it is held at the Tribunal offices.  Counsel are currently exploring 

funding from Manatū Wāhine for this and/or seeking an alternative 

venue that has existing AVL capabilities.  However, this matter has 

not yet been resolved.  

5. Finally, counsel understand that some claimant counsel are involved 

in the Wai 1750 hearing week in Kutarere from 17-21 November.   

6. For the above reasons, counsel sought feedback on whether the 

current remedies wānanga date remains feasible or whether it should 

be postponed to early 2026.  The proposal to postpone was 

unanimously supported by claimants.   

7. In light of this, counsel for Wai 381 consider it is appropriate to 

postpone and reschedule the wānanga to a later date to better ensure 

full claimant participation.  

8. Counsel are actively looking for a new date early in the new year and 
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will update the Tribunal in due course.  

DATED this 13th day of Noema 2025 

 

       
________________________________________________________ 

N R Coates / T N Hauraki / A E Hauraki / R E Morar 
Counsel for Rīpeka Evans and Mary-Jane Papaarangi Reid 
 
 




