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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of Wai 3349, a claim 

brought by Janice Panoho (Kaihautū) and Georgina Kerr (Kuia and 

Māngai) on behalf of kaimahi Māori members of Te Pūkenga Here 

Tikanga Mahi - the New Zealand Public Service Association (PSA). 

2. This memorandum is filed in respect of: 

a) Memorandum of Directions dated 17 Whiringa-ā-Nuku 2025 

directing claimants to file statements of position ahead of Te 

Wānanga Tuaono by Thursday 13 November;1 and  

b) Memorandum of Directions dated 20 Hereturikōkā 2025 directing 

claimants to file submissions on any further research matters and 

identify any material considered relevant for inclusion in the list of 

material relevant to the themes of the Inquiry by Thursday 13 

November.2 

3. Accordingly attached for filing is the claimant statement of position. 

Research and relevant themes 

4. The Claimants assert that the Crown’s relationship with kaimahi Māori 

within the public service sector (“Kaimahi Māori”) is a special relationship 

in that it is underpinned by New Zealand’s constitutional framework, the 

Treaty of Waitangi and the Treaty Partnership. 

5. Kaimahi Māori within the public service play an important role in 

supporting the Crown to meet its constitutional Treaty obligations toward 

Māori.  

6. So integral are kaimahi Māori to the Crown’s ability to uphold Te Tiriti 

that the relationship between the Crown and kaimahi Māori themselves 

is part of the fabric of New Zealand’s constitutional framework. 

7. Thereby the claim is relevant to Inquiry Theme Two, particularly the 

exercise of kāwanatanga and parliamentary sovereignty and systems. 

 
1 Wai 3300, #2.6.70(a). 
2 Wai 3300, #2.6.63 at [7]. 
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8. Regarding existing material relevant for inclusion in the research list for 
Theme Two we seek inclusion of the following material appended to this 

memorandum: 

a) Controller and Auditor General How public organisations are 

fulfilling Treaty settlements 10 April 2025. 

b) Controller and Auditor General Four initiatives supporting improved 

outcomes for Māori 23 May 2023. 

c) Controller and Auditor General Māori perspectives on public 

accountability 4 July 2022. 

d) Controller and Auditor General The Treasury: Capability to 

recognise and respond to issues for Māori 8 March 2006. 

e) Controller and Auditor General The State Services Commission: 

Capability to recognise and address issues for Māori 22 January 

2004. 

f) Te Ara Whiti Māori Crown relations capability framework for the 

public service – organisational capability component. 

g) Te Kawa Mataaho the Public Service Commission Strengthening 

the Māori Crown relationship. 

h) Te Kawa Mataaho Public Service Commission response to Official 
Information Act request dated 10 October 2025. 

i) Professor Jarrod Haar (Ngāti Maniapoto & Ngāti Mahuta) 

Associate Professor David Brougham Professor Maree Roche 

(Raukawa) Inclusive workplaces for kaimahi Māori: te mahere whai 

mahi Māori (Māori employment action plan) Ministry for Business, 

Innovation and Employment Wellington 2024. 

9. The Office of the Controller and Auditor General is currently undertaking 

an audit regarding improving the public service’s capability to engage 

with Māori. We respectfully seek leave to add this to the research list 

once it becomes available. 
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10. To the extent that the Tribunal is minded to commission additional 
research regarding the constitutional relationship between Crown 

capability to deliver on Te Tiriti o Waitangi obligations and the role of 

Kaimahi Māori within the public sector we respectfully submit that such 

research would be invaluable to advancing the claimant’s claim in this 

inquiry. 

 

DATED this 13th day of November 2025 

 
…………………………………………….. 

T Te Whenua 

Claimant Counsel 

 




