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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL:  

1. This Memorandum of Counsel (“MoC”): 

a.  is filed on behalf of: 

i. Mane Grant Tahere, Chairperson of Te Rūnanga-Ā-Iwi Ō Ngāpuhi, Iti 

Joyce, former Deputy Chairperson of Te Rūnanga-Ā-Iwi Ō Ngāpuhi, 

and Hone Sadler, Kaumatua, on behalf of themselves, and the whānau, 

hapū and iwi who constitute te Whare Tapu o Ngāpuhi (Wai 3416); 

ii. Matutaera Te Nana Clendon, Robert Sydney Willoughby, and Te Aroha 

Rewha (dec), on behalf of themselves, and the hapu of Ngāti Kuta ki Te 

Rāwhiti (Wai 1307);  

iii. Rihari Dargaville, on behalf of Ngarui Lucy Dargaville (dec), Harry Te 

Awa, Jan Dunn, Ngā Uri o Tama, Tauke Te Awa and Ngā hapū o 

Ngāpuhi Nui Tonu (Wai 2179); 

iv. Sailor Morgan and Frances Goulton, on behalf of themselves, the Ngati 

Ruamahue hapū, and Ngati Kahu ki Whangaroa (Wai 3317); 

v. Te Raumoa Balneavis Kawiti (dec), Rhonda Aorangi Kawiti, and 

Michelle Jessop on behalf of the Kawiti Marae Committee, the Kawiti 

Whānau, and their descendants of Ngāti Hine, Ngāti Manu, T Kapotai, 

Ngāti Rāhiri, Ngāti Rangi, Ngaitewake and Ngāpuhi iwi (Wai 120); 

vi. Merepeka Raukawa-Tait, on behalf of herself, her whānau, hapū, iwi, 

whānau whānui, and whāngai (Wai 3314);  

vii. Paula Ormsby, on behalf of the Wāhine Toa Chapter of the Mongrel 

Mob Kingdom and Priority Whānau including Māori women and their 

children associated with other gangs. (Wai 3011); and 

viii. Apihaka Tamati Mack, on behalf of herself, and Ngātiawa Tōputōnga 

Tai Kapiti (collectively known as “the Claimants”); and 

b. seeks an extension to file Statements of Position (“SoPs”) for Te Tokerau 

wānanga to the end of Monday, 17 November 2025. 

 



2. In Memorandum-Directions (“MDs”) dated 5 September 2025,1 the Presiding 

Officer Her Honour, Chief Judge Dr C L Fox, directed Counsel to file SoPs on 

behalf of the Claimants participating in the upcoming wānanga-ā-rohe to be held at 

Te Tii Marae Waitangi on 1-4 December 2025, by no later than 5 pm, Thursday 13 

November 2025.2  

 

3. Counsel has a total of nine SoPs to file for the Claimants who wish to participate in 

te Tai Tokerau wānanga. This has required a significant amount of work from our 

team. 

 

4. Ministry of Justice staff reductions have resulted in a systemic slow down in the 

processing of all Legal Aid invoices, applications, and requests for prior approval 

for hui with clients, resulting in delays in meeting with the Claimants, especially as 

many Claimants are elderly Kaumatua. 

 
5. In relation to the Wai 3317 Claim SoP, key claimants and witnesses who are 

involved in their SoP have recently been in hospital. Counsel therefore notes, that 

in addition to the delays caused by funding and approval issues with LAS, Counsel 

has not been able to meet the Claimants to obtain instructions for their SoP until 

these witnesses had recovered.  

 
6. With respect to the Wai 3416 Claim SoP, Mr. Hone Sadler was extremely busy with 

his commitments to his community, and had to postpone a scheduled meeting. Thus 

obtaining instructions from him was delayed.  

 
7. With respect to the Wai 1307 Claim SoP, Counsel and Phoenix Law staff had met 

the Claimants and prepared an SoP in accordance with instructions. However, the 

draft was used to undertake a wider Claimant group consultation, and has resulted 

in having to undertake a substantial redraft.  

 

 
1 Wai 3300, #2.5.70 at [13]. 
2 Wai 3300, #2.5.70(a).  



8. Furthermore, Counsel has had an unexpected deadline requiring the drafting and 

filing of 23 affidavits by 14 November 2025.  

 
9. Consequently, Counsel therefore respectfully seeks an extension to the end of 

Monday 17 November 2025 to file the Claimants’ SoPs. Counsel will endeavour to 

file SoPs prior to this time if possible.   

 

10. It is submitted that the granting of this extension request, should the Tribunal be 

minded to do so, will not cause any prejudice to other parties or the Crown.   

Dated 13 November 2025  

 

 

    

Janet Mason 

Counsel Acting 




