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KEI MUA I TE AROARO O TE RŌPŪ WHAKAMANA 

I TE TIRITI O WAITANGI  WAI 2494 

Before the Waitangi Tribunal  WAI 3325 

I TE TAKE O The Treaty of Waitangi Act 

In the matter of 1975 

KO 

And 

I TE TAKE O an inquiry into climate 

In the matter of change 

KO 

And 

I TE TAKE O a claim by Donna Awatere- 

In the matter of Huata for and on behalf 

herself, her hapū and her iwi 

for racism against Māori 

(WAI 2494)   

MEMORANDUM OF COUNSEL FOR WAI 2494 (Re Further Evidence for 

Donna Awatere-Huata) 

4 Whiringa-ā-rangi 2025 / 4 November 2025 

Wai 3325, #3.2.218
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TĒNĀ, E TE TARAIPIUNARA 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of Donna Awatere-Huata, 

(“the Claimant”) on behalf of herself, her whānau, hapū and iwi and all Māori 

(Wai 2494). 

2. This memorandum further addresses further evidence directed to be filed by 

the Tribunal following the hearing of Ms Awatere-Huata’s evidence. Counsel 

seeks clarification from the Tribunal as to what, if anything, further is being 

sought from Ms Awatere-Huata. 

3. On 30 October 2025, counsel filed a memorandum of counsel accompanied 

by several documents. These were described as documents directed to be 

filed by Her Honour during the course of Ms Awatere-Huata’s evidence. 

Included were documents setting out Ms Awatere-Huata’s views on the 

“Farm Conversion Act” (explained in more detail in that memorandum). 

4. That memorandum has yet to be placed on the record of inquiry.  

5. On 3 November 2025, Her Honour Judge Milroy issued memorandum 

directions. Relevantly, Her Honour directed Ms Awatere-Huata to file a 

supplementary brief of evidence: “I approve the Crown’s request and 

accordingly direct counsel to file Ms Awatere-Huata’s supplementary brief of 

evidence”.1 

6. It appears counsel’s memorandum was not before Her Honour. Counsel 

understood the Crown was seeking copies of documents Ms Awatere-Hata 

referred to, not a supplementary brief of evidence. This is what counsel has 

filed (including the submission by Parehuia Huata as also requested). 

7. Counsel is not clear whether the Tribunal is seeking further evidence from 

Ms Awatere-Huata on the “Farm Conversion Act” beyond the documents 

filed. It is also not clear whether the Crown is still seeking further evidence 

beyond the documents filed. 

 

 
1  He Pānui Whakahau a Te Mana Whakahaere:  Memorandum Directions of the 

Presiding Officer Following Hearing Week Four of Priority Inquiry and Other 
Matters Arising dated 3 Noema 2025 at [31] [Wai 3325 #2.6.17]. 



 

 

8. Accordingly counsel respectfully seek: 

a) a direction from the Tribunal rescinding the direction that Ms Awatere-

Huata file a supplementary brief of evidence; or 

b) clarification that a supplementary brief of evidence is sought additional 

to the documents filed with the memorandum of 30 October. 

Dated: 4 Whiringa-ā-rangi / 4 November 2025 

 

 

A Sykes / S Fletcher 

Counsel for Wai 2494 Donna Awatere-Huata and 

others 
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