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TĒNĀ, E TE RŌPŪ WHAKAMANA I TE TIRITI O WAITANGI: 

 

Introduction  

 
1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of Te Kapotai (Wai 

1464/1546).   

2. Te Kapotai seek an urgent inquiry into amendments to the Education 

and Training Act 2020 and the reset of the New Zealand Curriculum 

which collectively de-prioritise the treaty and undermine Māori rights 

and interests.  

Accompanying documents 

3. The following documents are filed in support of this urgency 

application: 

a) Statement of Claim of Te Kapotai; 

b) Application for Urgent Inquiry;  

c) Bundle of key documents;  

d) Unsworn Affidavit of Waihoroi Shortland;   

e) Unsworn Affidavit of Kara George; 

f) Unsworn Affidavit of Maia Cooper;  

g) Unsworn Affidavit of Arona Tipene; and  

h) Unsworn Joint Affidavit of Bruce Jepsen and Therese Ford. 

4. Given the urgency of this application, and noting that several 

witnesses are currently attending the World Indigenous Peoples’ 

Conference on Education (WIPCE) while also managing work 

commitments, they have confirmed the contents of their affidavits but 

are presently unable to have them sworn.  Counsel seek leave for the 

affidavits to be accepted unsworn for the purpose of registering the 

application, with sworn versions to follow as soon as possible. 
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Related filings 

5. In respect of this application, for efficiency and urgency the evidence 

is filed jointly on behalf of both Te Kapotai and Ngāti Hine (Wai 682). 

6. Counsel submit that the evidence filed is sufficient for the Tribunal to 

determine the urgency application at this stage.  Should the matter 

proceed to a full urgent inquiry, and once the Tribunal confirms the 

scope of inquiry, counsel would seek leave to file additional targeted 

expert legal evidence and evidence from sector representatives.   

7. Counsel advise that a Statement of Claim is also filed for Wai 682/49 

Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Hine claim.    

8. Counsel note that while Ngāti Hine have adopted the particulars set 

out in the Wai 1464/1546 Te Kapotai Statement of Claim, Ngāti Hine 

consistent with their tikanga will progress their own claims separately.    

Discovery 

9. In terms of discovery counsel submit that focussed discovery including 

relevant Cabinet papers would be of value to an urgent inquiry.  

Conclusion  

10. Counsel will abide Tribunal directions in terms of next steps. 

I TĒNEI RĀ, i Kirikiriroa, te rā, 18 o Whiringa-ā-rangi 2025 

 

 

         

____________________________________________ 
Dr Season-Mary Downs/Chelsea Terei-Tipene/Jessica Hita 
Ngā rōia mō nga kaikēreme  
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