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And  

In the Matter 

 

of a claim by Rawiri Wereta, on behalf of 

himself, his whānau, and his hapū (Wai 

3147) 

And 

In the Matter 

 

of a claim by Damian Wereta, on behalf of 

himself, his whānau, and his hapū (Wai 

3149) 

And 

In the Matter 

 

 
of a claim by Toni Lee Jarvis, on behalf of 
himself, his whānau, and tamariki Māori 
displaced by the adoption, state care, and 
justice systems and their whānau (Wai 
3430) 

And 

In the Matter 

 

 
of a claim by Taniela Waitokia, on behalf of 
himself, his whānau, and his hapū (Wai 
3532) 

 

 



1 
 

10202/12_1462187.3 

 
TĒNĀ E TE TARAIPIUNARA 
MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of: 

a. Wai 58, a claim by Patricia Jane Tauroa and Robyn Elizabeth Moana 

Tauroa, on behalf of Ngā Hapū o Whangaroa; 

b. Wai 1662, a claim by Leah Marie Wright for herself, and on behalf of 

the Muriwhenua Hapū Collective; 

c. Wai 3147, a claim by Rawiri Wereta, on behalf of himself, his whānau, 

and his hapū; 

d. Wai 3149, a claim by Damian Wereta, on behalf of himself, his 

whānau, and his hapū; 

e. Wai 3430, a claim by Toni Lee Jarvis, on behalf of himself, his whānau, 

and tamariki Māori displaced by the adoption, state care, and justice 

systems and their whānau; and 

f. Wai 3532, a claim by Taniela Waitokia, on behalf of himself, his 

whānau, and his hapū.  

(Claimants) 

2. In Memorandum-Directions dated 25 September 2025,1 Kaiwhakawā Judge 

Wainwright directed parties to file memoranda by 8 October 2025, relating to 

the following topics: 

a. Kaikōrero yet to be heard in He Rau Kōrero Tara ā-Whare with 

accompanying detail; 

b. Kaikōrero in custody with accompanying detail; 

c. Any Crown plans to include site visits in its evidence for Te Aronui o 

Te Tāhū, with information about what and where; 

 
1 Wai 3060, #2.6.048 at [19]. 
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d. Which sites, programmes, processes and courts should be prioritised 

for panel visits; and 

e. Crown feedback on any difficulties that might arise concerning 

potential visits listed in Appendix B.2 

3. On 8 October 2025, Counsel filed a memorandum seeking an extension as 

Counsel were unable to ascertain instructions from the Claimants before the 

deadline.3 

4. On 13 October 2025, the Assistant Registrar informed parties via email that 

her Honour directed parties to provide the information sought by 7 

November 2025, 5 pm.4 

Wai 58 

5. Counsel are still confirming instructions from the Wai 58 claimant group. 

However, at this stage, we can indicate that Mrs Patricia Tauroa may present 

some kōrero. In that event, her kōrero will focus on tamariki and the criminal 

justice system, whānau experiences, whānau tangi and Police, education, and 

youth criminal justice system. 

6. Mrs Tauroa estimates that she will need one hour to present her kōrero. She 

is currently residing in Kāeo. 

Wai 1662 

7. Ms Wright’s kōrero will focus on people who have been involved in with the 

criminal justice system in particular, her son, Gene Autrey Wright. 

8. Ms Wright estimates that she will need one hour to present her kōrero. She 

is currently residing in Mangōnui. 

Wai 31475 

9. Mr Rawiri Wereta’s kōrero will focus on his experiences whilst being in the 

 
2 Wai 3060, #2.6.048 [20(a)-(e)]. 
3 Mahony Horner Lawyers, Memorandum of Counsel Seeking Extension dated 8 October 2025.  
4 Letter from R A Aziz (Assistant Registrar of the Waitangi Tribunal) to Wai 3060: Te Rau o te tika: the Justice System 
Inquiry email distribution list regarding an extension until 7 November 2025, 5 pm (13 October 2025). 
5 Wai 3060, #3.2.378. 
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Prisoners of Extreme Risk Unit (PERU) in Paremoremo Auckland Prison 

(Paremoremo Prison), as well as his experiences being incarcerated and being 

moved to Paremoremo Prison. 

10. Mr Wereta estimates that he will need one hour to give his kōrero. He has 

since been moved from PERU to another unit within Paremoremo Prison.  

Wai 31496 

11. Mr Damien Wereta’s kōrero will focus on his experiences whilst being in PERU 

in Paremoremo Prison, as well as his experiences being incarcerated.  

12. Mr Wereta estimates that he will need one hour to give his kōrero. He is 

currently in Paremoremo Prison in PERU.  

Wai 3430 

13. Mr Jarvis’ kōrero will focus on the rights of himself, tamariki Māori and 

whānau displaced by the adoption, state care and justice systems imposed on 

them by the Crown.  

14. Mr Jarvis was the last illegal adoptee through the Māori Land Court, to which 

his identity and whakapapa was stripped away from him. His birth certificate 

does not reflect his whakapapa. He gave his kōrero in 2024 to the Royal 

Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care and received a Kings Service Medal 

in February 2025.  

15. Mr Jarvis estimates that he will need one hour to give his kōrero. Mr Jarvis 

travels quite frequently and therefore, does not currently have a fixed 

location. 

 

Wai 35327 

16. Mr Waitokia’s kōrero will focus on his experiences whilst being in PERU in 

 
6 Wai 3060, #3.2.378. 
7 Wai 3060, #3.2.378. 



4 
 

10202/12_1462187.3 

Paremoremo Prison and also in the justice system.  

17. Mr Waitokia estimates that he will need one hour to give his kōrero. He is 

currently in Paremoremo Prison in PERU. 

Sites for Panel Visits 

18. Counsel acknowledge that the Panel has included PERU on their list of site 

visits.8 In stressing the significance of visiting this unit on behalf of the Wai 

3147, 3149 and 3532 Claimants (PERU Claimants), Counsel emphasise the 

following: 

a. PERU is located within the secure perimeter of Paremoremo Prison. 

It is managed as a separate ‘prison site’ and is the only maximum-

security unit in New Zealand.9 

b. Chief Inspector of the Office of the Inspectorate, Janis Adair, released 

her inspection report for the PERU in August 2024, where it was noted 

that “conditions in PERU were overly and unnecessarily restrictive”;10 

c. Former Chief Ombudsman, Peter Boshier, released his report on the 

examination of the PERU under the Crimes of Torture Act 1989 in 

December 2024.11 He found that the “conditions and treatment in the 

PERU are cruel, inhuman and degrading and in breach of the United 

Nations Conventions against Torture”;12 and 

d. More recently, a United Nations subcommittee on the Prevention of 

Torture made an unannounced visit to PERU, although it is yet to be 

determined whether the subcommittee’s findings are to be made 

 
8 Wai 3060, #2.6.48(a). 
9 Peter Boshier Report on an examination of the Prisoners of Extreme Risk Unit under the Crimes of Torture Act 1989 
(Office of the Ombudsman, December 2024) at 3. 
10 Office of the Inspectorate Prisoners of Extreme Risk Unit (PERU) Announced Inspection (July 2023, report released 
August 2024). See also Office of the Inspectorate Inspection report for Prisoners of Extreme Risk Unit released, 
undated, accessed on 7 November 2025 at 
<https://inspectorate.corrections.govt.nz/news/news_items/inspection_report_for_prisoners_of_extreme_risk_unit
_released>. 
11 Peter Boshier Report on an examination of the Prisoners of Extreme Risk Unit under the Crimes of Torture Act 1989 
(Office of the Ombudsman, December 2024). See also Ombudsman Chief Ombudsman calls for Corrections to stop 
the way it is running Prisoners of Extreme Unit, dated 17 December 2024, accessed on 7 November 2025 at 
<https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/news/chief-ombudsman-calls-corrections-stop-way-it-running-prisoners-
extreme-risk-unit>. 
12 Peter Boshier Report on an examination of the Prisoners of Extreme Risk Unit under the Crimes of Torture Act 1989 
(Office of the Ombudsman, December 2024) at 72. 
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public.13 

19. Counsel submit that, inclusive of the above reports, there is strong merit in 

the Tribunal Panel visiting the PERU in-person to get a complete 

understanding of the unit’s conditions and operations. In the first instance, 

the Tribunal is the inquisitorial body which can assess the conditions and 

operations of the PERU through a Tiriti-based lens. While the above-

mentioned reports gives a good picture of the conditions in the PERU, for the 

PERU Claimants, Māori men who have experiences being in the PERU, this 

picture is incomplete without the Tribunal Panel’s findings.  

20. If and when the Tribunal visits the PERU, the PERU Claimants would be 

grateful to be able to engage with the Tribunal Panel ā-tinana. To that end, 

Counsel are able and willing to assist and liaise with parties to organise this. 

Dated at Te-Whanganui-a-Tara this 7th day of November 2025 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

R M A Soriano, S E U Toleafoa, C B Fellowes and R K Gayfer 

Counsel for the Claimants  

 

 
13Ellen O’Dwyer United Nations torture watchdog visiting New Zealand prisons dated 27 September 2025, accessed 
on 7 November 2025, at <https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/574278/united-nations-torture-watchdog-visiting-
new-zealand-prisons>. 




