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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of the Wai 3504 claim by 

Gazala Maihi on behalf of the New Zealand Post Primary Teachers’ 

Association Te Wehengerua (“the Applicants/PPTA Te Wehengerua”). 

2. On 9 May 2025, a statement of claim on behalf of PPTA Te Wehengerua 

(“the Wai 3504 claim”) was filed in the Wai 3310 Education Services and 

Outcomes Kaupapa Inquiry.1 

3. PPTA Te Wehengerua is a trade union and professional association that 

represents more than 25,000 kaiako and principals. Members of PPTA Te 

Wehengeura are responsible for the education of tens of thousands of Māori 

tauira across Aotearoa, and many members of PPTA Te Wehengerua are 

themselves kaiako Māori.  

4. The Wai 3504 claim made wide-ranging pleadings regarding the Education 

System, including the proposals by the current coalition government 

concerning amendments to the Education and Training Act 20202 (“the 

Education Act”) and changes to the New Zealand Curriculum – Te 

Mātaiaho.3 

5. On 19 November 2025, the Tribunal received statements of claim and a joint 

application for an urgent inquiry on behalf of Wai 682 and Wai 1464/1546 

(“the urgency application”). 

6. The subject of the urgency application concern recent amendments to the 

Education and Training Act 2020 which have been enacted as legislation, as 

well as a reset of the New Zealand Curriculum – Te Mātaiaho (“the subjects 

of the urgency application”). 

7. In Memorandum-Directions dated 19 November 2025, the Deputy 

Chairperson directed parties to respond to the urgency application by midday, 

 
 
1 Wai 3504 #1.1.1 
2 Wai 3504 #1.1.1 at [15](b).  
3 Wai 3504 #1.1.1 at [15](d). 
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Wednesday 3 December 2025.4 

8. The Wai 3504 claim wishes to express its support for the urgency application  

and participate in an urgent inquiry should one be granted. 

9. Counsel has only today received confirmation of instructions regarding 

participation in the urgent inquiry.  Counsel apologise for the delay in filing 

and respectfully seek leave for the same.  

10. The subjects of the urgency application were directly pleaded to in the Wai 

3504 statement of claim.  At the time of filing the Wai 3504 statement of 

claim they were only proposals. The Education Act has since been amended 

and the Ministry of Education has released a full draft updated New Zealand 

Curriculum / Te Mātaiaho.  

11. The claimants consider that it is now urgent that these matters are considered 

by the Tribunal, that their claim is highly relevant and that they can provide 

evidence that will assist the Tribunal in their determinations.  

12. The claimants seek leave to be included as a full party and to have the ability 

to file evidence and submissions regarding any urgent inquiry that looks into 

the subjects of the urgency application. 

 

Dated this 5th day of December 2025 at Tāmaki Makaurau 

                     

_____________     _____________  

David Stone           Harry Clatworthy  

Counsel for the claimants 

To: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal and Crown Law Office, and those on the 
notification list for Wai 3310 Education Services and Outcomes Kaupapa 
Inquiry. 

 
 
4 Wai 49, #2.8, Wai 682, #2.84, Wai 1464, #2.5.1, Wai 1564, #2.5.1 Memorandum-Directions of 
the Deputy Chairperson regarding an application for an urgent inquiry, 19 November 2025 at [3]. 




