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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL
Introduction

1. This Memorandum is filed on behalf of Wai 3491, a claim by Mereana Peka, for

herself and on behalf of the Turehou Maori Wardens.

2. On 20 May 2025, a statement of claim on behalf of Ms Peka and the Turehou
Maori Wardens was filed in the Wai 3310 Education Services and Outcomes

Kaupapa Inquiry."

3. On 19 November 2025, the Tribunal received amended statements of claim and
a joint application for an urgent inquiry concerning the recent amendments to the
Education and Training Act 2020 and the reset of the New Zealand Curriculum -
Te Mataiaho (“the original urgency application”), on behalf of the Wai 682 and
Wai 1464/1546 claims.?

4. On 3 December 2025, the Tribunal received an amended statement of claim and
a further application for an urgent inquiry in relation to the education reforms, filed
on behalf of Ripeka Lessels and O’Sonia Hotereni and New Zealand Educational
Institute (NZEI) Te Riu Roa (“the Wai 3503 urgency application”).®

5. The further urgency application filed as Wai 3503 relates to the same underlying
matters as the earlier urgency application: the recent amendments to the
Education and Training Act 2020 and the reset of the New Zealand Curriculum -
Te Mataiaho.

6. Those matters are also raised in the statement of claim filed on behalf of the
Turehou Maori Wardens, which concerns the Crown’s education services and
outcomes insofar as they affect the role of Maori Wardens in supporting Maori
learners, whanau, and communities, including through engagement with schools,
addressing barriers to education, and contributing to culturally grounded

education outcomes.

7. On 5 December 2025, Her Honour Judge Rachel Mullins was appointed as the
presiding officer to the panel convened to determine the urgency applications,

alongside Dr Paul Hamer, Kevin Prime, Gerrard Albert and Derek Fox.*

' Wai 3491, #1.1.1

2 \WAI 1464, #1.1.1(0) / WAI 1546, 1.1.1(n).
3 Wai 3503, #1.1.1(a)

4\Wai 1464 #2.5.2



8. By directions issued on 15 December 2025, Her Honour confirmed that, given
the substantial overlap in issues raised, the panel would determine the original

urgency application and the Wai 3503 urgency application together.®

9. The Tribunal also directed any interested parties to file responses to the Wai

3503 urgency application by Monday, 22 December 2025.

10. Ms Peka and the Turehou Maori Wardens consider it appropriate that the
Tribunal inquire into the matters raised by the urgency applications on an urgent
basis. They say these matters are of particular significance to Maori Wardens
because the proposed legislative and policy changes affect the education system
within which Maori Wardens carry out their work supporting tamariki Maori,
whanau, and schools, and have the potential to further marginalise Maori-led

roles that contribute to education services and outcomes.

11. As an established Méaori organisation with experience in supporting education
services and outcomes at the community level, the claimants are directly affected
by the Crown’s education policies and settings. They accordingly have a direct
interest in any inquiry granted and seek leave to participate as a full party, with

the ability to file evidence as the Tribunal may direct.

Dated at Tamaki Makaurau this 22" day of December 2025
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Dr Grant Hewison Jasper Sontier

Counsel for the Claimants

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal, Wellington;
All Counsel - WAI 3310 The Education Services and Outcomes Inquiry
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