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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. In this memorandum, the Crown updates the Tribunal on the passage of 

the Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (the Amendment Act) and 

the Government’s announcement that it will establish a new Ministry of 

Cities, Environment, Regions and Transport (MCERT).  

2. The Crown intends to seek leave to file updating evidence on what has 

previously been filed by the Ministry for the Environment, and on the Fast-

track Approvals Act 2024 (the FTA Act) and the Amendment Act, after 

July 2026. Counsel will propose a timeline for the filing and hearing of this 

Crown evidence in the memorandum due 30 January 2026.1  

Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 

3. The FTA Act was enacted in December 2024 as part of phase two of the 

Government’s resource management reforms. It aims to establish a 

permanent regime to speed up approvals for development and 

infrastructure projects with significant regional or national benefits.  

4. The Fast-track Approvals Amendment Bill was introduced to the house on 

3 November 2025 and given Royal Assent on 16 December 2025. The core 

objectives of the Amendment Act are: 

4.1 To make technical and machinery changes to the FTA Act and its 

processes to improve system efficiency and workability. 

4.2 To improve competition in the grocery sector by giving confidence 

to grocery industry participants regarding the use of the FTA Act. 

5. The Amendment Act is intended to improve the efficiency of the FTA Act. 

Key features of the FTA Act include consolidating the various resource 

consents, notices of requirement, certificates of compliance, and other 

approvals required under the Resource Management Act 1991 and related 

statutes, such as the Crown Minerals Act 1991, Conservation Act 1987, and 

Fisheries Act 1996. 

 
1  Wai 2358, #2.6.145(a). 
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6. The Amendment Act is being implemented in two stages, with some 

provisions in effect from 17 December 2025, and the remainder coming 

into force on 31 March 2026.  

7. The provisions with immediate legal effect include:2  

7.1 A new Government policy statement (GPS) mechanism. The 

Minister for Infrastructure may issue a GPS setting out the 

Government's policies on the regional/national benefits of certain 

types of infrastructure or development projects. Of note to the 

Tribunal, the power to issue a GPS is subject to s 7 of the FTA Act, 

being the requirement to act consistently with Treaty settlements 

and customary rights recognised by the Marine and Coastal Area 

(Takutai Moana) Act 2011 and the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o 

Ngāti Porou Act 2019. 

7.2 The ability for the Minister to give directions to the Environmental 

Protection Authority (EPA). 

7.3 Updates to certain project descriptions and locations listed in 

sch 2 of the Act, with the ability for further updates to be made by 

Order in Council. 

8. The amendments do not apply to applications lodged before 

17 December 2025 except: 

8.1 Where referral decisions have not yet been made, the Minister 

must have regard to a relevant GPS and may consider if the project 

will promote competition in the grocery industry when making a 

referral decision. 

8.2 Where decisions have not been made on a substantive 

application, the panel must have regard to any relevant GPS and 

 
2  Environmental Protection Authority “Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 receives Royal Assent” 

(16 December 2025) <Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 receives Royal Assent>.  

https://www.fasttrack.govt.nz/news/fast-track-approvals-amendment-act-2025-receives-royal-assent
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the Minister’s reasons for accepting the referral application and 

may impose conditions relating to infrastructure.3 

8.3 Appeal rights are preserved for any person or group who was 

invited to comment under the Act before 17 December 2025. 

Establishment of MCERT 

9. In December 2025, the Government confirmed the Ministry of Cities, 

Environment, Regions and Transport (MCERT) merger, intended to support 

the Government’s reform agenda in housing, transport, urban 

development, local government and the environment.4 The new Ministry 

will bring together the Ministry for the Environment, the Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Development, the Ministry of Transport, and local 

government functions from the Department of Internal Affairs.  

10. The Government’s aim with the new Ministry is to integrate accountability 

and advice relating to growth and environmental stewardship.  

11. A Chief Executive will be appointed in the first half of 2026, with MCERT 

fully operational by July 2026. This is likely to mean that functions and staff 

will transfer to the new Ministry. It is too early to comment on further 

details, but officials involved in the Wai 2358 process may be impacted by 

this.  

30 Kohitātea │ January 2026 

T Stephens KC / J Sarich / G Seeley /  
C Strowger-Turnock 
Counsel for the Crown 

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal 
AND TO: Claimant Counsel 

 
3   Additionally new ss 60, 62 - 66 (suspension of processing substantive application); 68A and 68B (reducing 

scope of substantive application) new cls 14 to 17 of sch 6 and clause 7 of sch 7 (adding transfer to 
Wildlife Act approvals); and new cl 20 of sch 11 (mining permit deposit must relate to existing permit or 
privileges) apply to substantive applications not yet decided. 

4  Chris Bishop and others “New Ministry to deliver better housing, transport, and environmental 
outcomes” (press release, 16 December 2025) <https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/new-ministry-
deliver-better-housing-transport-and-environmental-outcomes>.  

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/new-ministry-deliver-better-housing-transport-and-environmental-outcomes
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/new-ministry-deliver-better-housing-transport-and-environmental-outcomes



