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(illverlaff~ing Paaoa) 

1'his seal w~s gi:v-en in 1860 by GovernoJ' G-o~ Browne to 

llaihi Paraone Kawiti, a son of Kaw1U, one of the signatories 

or· the_Treaty of Waitaugi• to commemorate the ttt~sting Peaoe" 

concl11de<1 boiw.,en the EuI'opeans and Ngapubi tribes under Hons 

Heke and Kawi tt. It hat ever since been held in great :respect 

by 'those "tl1ii)es1 and has been kept by ;be Kaw1'ti of the day. 

On Wai 'tangi Day 196!., Kirihi Rir1 lla1h1 Kawi tit 0~ B.B.; 

the son of Maihi Faraone Kawit1, cliotaied snd signed on bis 

death-bed a letter desiring the Governor-General, Sir :Bernard 

Fergttsson• to nominate the ft1tur& oustod1an ot Rongomau. In 

consul'lation wiih Ml- Te 'rawai R1r1 Kaw1t11 Riri's son; the 

·()ovarnor-Genera.l deaided that it should :t1n4 a permaneni home 

in the Treaty House, bllt that 1fr Kaw11'i &nd his descendants 

should have the right to take it to the "~orowinttt lfarae at 

o·t1r1a on special ocoasions., so that it should "speak!t on -tbt 

aarae there as of old. 



. 
t 

'. ! 

f 
. -,\ 



ti 

GoVlnNMDIT HOUR 

Copy ot handwritte11 letter trom th~ 
Governor-General. 

AtJCKLAN'D, 

7 r.'ebrua.ry, 1961.,. 

B Kara~ 

I run greatly honoured that you have 

chosen Dl'o as Governor to deoide Who should be 

custodian of ;lQ.11£2&lAA•· 7our son brought it to 

Ile at Kaikohe this morningt I toaot,od it a.nd gaYe 

1 t back to hint. 

I fe~l str.ongly th~t nonaomaB •~st always 

reoain the J>1'0J:')erty of the Ngati-.bine • to whom 1 t 

was givan by Governal- (}ore--1Jrowne. An'1 in whose hands 

00111d 1 t better rest ttl8ll in those ot Ka.wi UV 

Kaoa e wbakaa-%'ohia te me.h1nga otira te 

otlnga .. Pence 'rill continue-. 

The more people th~t can s81'J Ron&9m!J1 the 

bett$1', Your son and t Will ~onsider fiow beat 

this oa.n be dono-. • But Ronsgr;,m ?Q.U ~t al•aY• be 

a-1tdlable to speak on the aoae ot JTgati-hin• • t.o 

Maori and P!keha. alikeJ and Maunga-ron~o mu at be 

1 ts messa,ee. 



Re ahiahi what1what1 kahora.. 7our son anil I 

will see that yaur nahes aro carried out. 

I repeat that I feel llPPQ£8 a.-t your oonf1denne 

1n lle, 

Arohanui. 

Rir1 Kawi. ti, o. H. 1<",_ s .T. P. 

(signed) B~rnard fergusson 
Ka.wan a-Ti e.nara. 



COP! 

Th6 GoVflrl101' 'ieneral 
Sir Bernard Feri,I sson, 

WAITAt:TG! 

Your r.xoellenoy, 

KA W.~A '!f A 

Fe'b:r1)uy 6th, 1964.t. 

l dAsire that you as Governor 

deoide who should be oustodian of th~ seal ~Rongomau~ 

that oommemorats the ''lasting l?eaoe" oonoluded with the 

Nga tihine tri bag and th.e Nga.puh1 s. und"r JI:--;n~ TTAk"4-

It also oommamorate the inter-tribal peaae ooncludod at 

the sane period atter the ra-eraotion of Maiki Flagstatt 

at Russel1 1 na1 of I slandsit 

I am not o.blo to vr.ri te to YO'l myst,lf I but I 

add my signaturat 

Kanu1 Taku aroha k1a ko~ 

(sgd) :Ri~i K.nYiti, QBE; JP. 
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·va1omto ~~o.1ea n~s1{1enco, 
Box 21 

KJ\ ',!7 Alf A \lf A 
Sa.Y ot ! aln.nd•• 

12. 2.61.. 

, 

l csxprtJto v.l th gratitude the plnwre 

or wr1. ti·ng to y:ou to hQmbly· a~.o•~t 1cmr c,are.fnllr thought 

6f, d•e deoist<m to ha'fO ·asangQ119 doposi ted Qtl permanent 

loan to the Treaty- 1raase at ·a1 tangl1 An aoon aa the . 

ht ·1tor7 conneotod with thin t1'AO\ls h0irloom is compl.et.e•d, 

I ah.all 11alc:e the deposit •~1selt• 

rffta h1nga he tetekura ka armoai he tetekura." 

Kia. era koe,. 

( tgd) ~.». Kawi. tt. 

i ;1rcellenoy fJ\e ijcr,ernor-n-$naral, 
Sir Bernartl ~srgusoon, 

Government nou ae, • 
AUQ1\L,NfJ2 
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GoVUNMIINT HOU9K 

AU CK.LA!fD , 

18.th Feb~ary, 196J... 

-" tt I think that the enolosed thre-e letters 
speak .1or 1UHlJel ves. 

.. 1. know that in the past the 1Vai tang! ?.!'ea ty 
Rous~ has been embarre.ssed .. by otters ot relic)a etc 
whl<,h have no bearinf on Wa;i tangi. . I do not 
think that this appl .es to nongomau in that it ~as 
given by Goyernpr Gore !Jrowne to t=.~ Xawi ti who signed 

the Treaty {ino1denta11y he was one of the three 
Maori Ohiets able to sign in English wri tin§) to . 
mark the oassation of fighting between the 1\rgatihine 

and the European. 

t think 1 t is important that Mr. 'Jal ter Kari ti 

should be able to talte it away whenever he wa~ts tor 
big oocasions on his Mal'ae at Otiria. Otherwise, 
to display it in the Treaty House with a note of its 
history, would seem to me ant~rely apnropriate. 

H.D.Saunders, Esq., 
Secretary, 

Waitang1 National 
Box 8003 

WELLINdTOH 

Tr1st 

(Copy to Mr. Lindsay) 
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