
IN THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL WAI 1700 
WAI 1511 

CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act 
1975 

AND 
IN THE MATTER OF The North Eastern Bay of 

Plenty Inquiry 

AND 
IN THE MATTER OF Kate Keita Hudson on 

behalf of ngā uri o Te Waru 
Tamatea and Ngāi 
Tamatea ki Waiotahe 

MEMORANDUM OF COUNSEL 

Dated this 13th day of February 2026 

Tania Te Whenua 
Principal 

P:  021 026 00026 
E: tania@tewhenua.nz 

Wai 1750, #3.2.279

Emma Downey
Official

Emma Downey
Received

Emma Downey
Text Box
13 Feb 26 



1 
 

MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of Wai 1511 a claim by 

Kate Keita Hudson on behalf of Ngā Uri o Te Waru Tamatea – Ngai 

Tamatea ki Waiotahe hapū in accordance with the Memorandum-

Directions of his Honour Judge Doogan directing Counsel to file cross-

tangata whenua evidence for hearing week eight by 13 February 2026.1 

2. Counsel is advised that the recent period has been a busy one for tangata 

whenua witnesses with at least two tangihanga, four unveilings and a 

number of other significant events taking priority. 

3. At the same time, Counsel has been actively involved in archival research 

to support the completion of the recently filed historic report Mai Wairoa 

ki Waiotahe a history of Ngāi Tamatea hapū as the commissioned 

historian and her research assistant are based offshore in Melbourne. 

4. Much of this archival and Native Land Court research is further supporting 

the tangata whenua evidence briefs as the tikanga around their exile has, 

in some instances and through no fault of their own, led to a disconnection 

with pre-1877 whakapapa and hītori. 

5. Although the briefs are advanced, Counsel respectfully seeks leave to file 

tangata whenua evidence by 27 February to enable witnesses adequate 

time to review and finalise their evidence. 

6. I note that this date concurs with that sought by Counsel for Ms Hillier and 

on that basis little to no prejudice should arise in doing so. 

 

DATED this 13th day of February 2026 

    

………………………………….                       ……………………………….. 
Tania Te Whenua    Lauren Chand   
Claimant Counsel    Claimant Counsel  
 

 
1 Wai 1750, #2.6.43(a). 




