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Ko ahau ko, WAIHOROI SHORTLAND, no Kerikeri, e whakad ana:

Anything that treats the treaty (its clauses and principles) with the
kind of disdain that serves this political lens, without due
consideration and consultation, continues a long history of Crown
breach. This particular Government has cut themselves a

reputation for doing exactly this.

The National Party is letting its minor coalition partners test the
waters of New Zealand reaction. The Government tested the
waters through the Treaty Principles Bill and there was no appetite
in our society to marginalise the treaty. Having tested it, they have

now returned with more changes.

The action the Government has taken, while it focuses in this
instance on education, is in my view the Treaty Principles Bill in
another guise. While the Treaty Principles Bill did not see the light
of day, this action seeks to achieve the same outcome under the

stealth of night.

The Government is bit by bit eliminating the treaty from law and
policy; education is simply the target now. By focusing on
education, the Government are satisfying the appetite of a few who
wish to maintain the Western dominance of the Maori interest in te
Tiriti.

There are many ways you can deny the treaty and one of them is
swallowing and absorbing Maori into the whole. The example |
would give here is Whanau Ora. Whanau Ora is now being
promoted as the general panacea for social and health issues
across the country. By saying itis a good thing and promoting it as
a general solution, it strips the Maori essence out of the equation.
But by maintaining that Maori essence and promoting it as a general

solution, you have swallowed it back into the wider health system.



10.

In the same way, if we remove the treaty from education and leave
it to the choice of the boards that are of this mind, then those who
want to stick with the game can stick with the game. It is a new
adaptation of robbing Peter to pay Paul, by not requiring Peter or
Paul to pay any attention to this stuff. These are all the ways

dominance and suppression present themselves.

The Government promotes these changes as giving choice, or
removing compulsion to give effect to the treaty. However, in
reality, they take away the influence of the treaty. Through the
changes the Government has removed that very notion of influence
and stripped it of any capacity to inform, promote or develop a

healthy understanding of the treaty.

The changes serve a remnant of something insidious in our society
that continues to undermine the small progress that has been made
over the last 180 years in a so-called democratic society. This has
very little to do with enlightenment and more to do with pulling us
back to the dark ages we thought we had emerged from. The
actions serve the mire of the lower social base of our society and

that is what makes it insidious.

For schools with any significant number of Maori children it would
be difficult to follow this line, because they have already taken time
to try and bring the treaty into effect. What the changes do is enable
heavily Eurocentric communities to snub their noses at anything
that they perceive touches a supposed advantage that we have as

Maori.

More deeply, this is about nationhood. Maori have been trying to
express the intent that laid behind the vision of our tipuna when
they signed te Tiriti. What the Government takes away when it
makes these changes to education (and other laws), is the notion
of Maori nationhood that was promoted by he Whakaputanga and
te Tiriti.
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This Government'’s actions serve notice on Maori that — we are the
Government and nothing will survive our right to govern.
Kawanatanga is the only thing they hold sacrosanct. Any watering
down of it, any perceived subjugation of it is an anathema to this

Government.

Te Tiriti envisaged two nations coming together to make a nation.
This iteration of the Crown does not want to acknowledge that such

a thing ever existed and that such a thing can exist.

Where law and policy promote the treaty, it is an expression of that
understanding and commitment of nationhood. The Government
are now countering those expressions with another action of
legislative change. The law is changing to reflect the Pakeha notion
of nationhood. These actions continue to remind us of the
Eurocentric view of the treaty, and they continue to subsume Maori

interests; they continue to subsume the Méaori idea of nationhood.

The move to extricate the treaty from statute has no fiscal gain. A
government usually makes such moves in the name of savings, yet
here there is absolutely no fiscal saving. It costs them nothing to
leave it in place. To remove it, however, causes significant pain,
particularly for Maori. If the Government believes this is what
schools want, they should name the schools that support such a
move. This is a political manoeuvre, not a practical one. And once
again, Maori are told in plain terms: you are second class; your
notion of nationhood is subservient to our Eurocentric view of the

world.

Kahore he mea huna, i téra e whakairihia ana hei kitenga ma te
katoa. There is nothing more hidden than that which is hidden in
plain sight. It is insipid and insidious. We see what they are doing,
but they hang it in front of us as if we cannot see. These changes
are happening right before us, the undoing of te Tiriti is being carried

out in full view.



16. | was a schoolboy at St Stevens when Sir James spoke to us about
te Tiriti o Waitangi. He said that he never wanted to see te Tiriti o
Waitangi in legislation because the same pen that could give it its
mana will take it away. Thatwas in 1968. It has always stayed with

me.

17.  The same pen that wrote the treaty into law is now stripping it away.

Maori of the ilk of Sir James could forsee it. We should have written

these things in stone.

Sworn at on [/ / before me:
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