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Ko ahau ko, MAIA COOPER, nō Moerewa, e whakaū ana:  

 

1. My name is Maia Cooper. I whakapapa to Ngāti Hine and I am the 

principal of Moerewa Primary School. 

Moerewa 

2. We have 138 tamariki at our school.  97.8 percent of our children 

are Māori.  We are an area school.  The legislative and curriculum 

change applies to us.   

3. Our community is inherently Māori.  They are loyal survivors of 

systems.  The are very resilient and trusting.   

4. My role as principal is to build capacity for successful succession.  I 

want to send our tamariki out into the wider world prepared, and to 

return to our community as contributors to our hapū. 

Law change  

5. The changes the Government have made are pōuri really.  All the 

emotions come first.  The surprise that they are going to attempt 

this, followed by our instant refusal to comply.   

6. Being an effective principal is about relationships.  People need to 

trust me.  How we do things is important.  My priority for the school 

is safety and respect for our community.  Te Tiriti provides a 

foundation for that.   

7. Te Tirti o Waitangi is the foundation and the platform from which we 

launch everything else.  The ako that comes from that foundation is 

embedded in all our values.  Not to mention our children’s 

whakapapa to te Tiriti.  It was their tūpuna who were the main 

players in signing te Tiriti.   

8. From a governance perspective, when you are asking boards to 

shift their kaupapa on things that underpin te Tiriti – you are 

messing with whakapapa.  The analogy is Kawiti’s kōrero – it is like 
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the sandfly nipping the pages of the book. For ease of reference, I 

attach at EXHIBIT A, Kawiti’s ohāki.  The Government is asking us 

to do things that inherently go against the fabric of our being.  We 

cannot function when we are asked to undo things that sit to close 

to the heart of our being.   

9. “Kia ū ki te whakapono, kei poai Pākehā koutou i muri nei.  Waiho 

kia kakati te namu i te pakihi o te whenua".  This prophecy is 

unfolding now, before our very eyes, and true to his words we must 

act now!  Kawiti left us the pathway to move forward, he tells us to 

stomp the anger beneath our feet.  He encourages us to move with 

precision, strategy, kindness, and care, towards our own 

determination of success and achievement.   Kīhai te tūpuna i mate 

i tāua wā, anō nei, kīhai mātou i mate i āianei nā. 

10. Tāua, tāua te toto o te tūpuna i hainatia ki te Tiriti, ki te toto o mātou.  

Tāua, tāua te pakanga o te tūpuna i te whawhai, ki te pakanga o 

mātou.  The blood of our tūpuna who signed te Tiriti and the blood 

of ourselves is the same.  The war that they fought, and the war that 

we fight is the same.  They did not cede our sovereignty and nor 

will we. 

11. Everything that comes from te Tiriti is what we embed in our whānau 

and our kids.  Attacking our reo and attacking our tikanga and 

asking us to remove those aspects from our life.  It is our children’s 

birth right to have access to their reo, te reo o te kāinga, their wāhi 

and all the elements that make up our hapū rangatiranga.  

Marau 

12. Te Tiriti is not a history lesson.  It runs much deeper than just the 

historical sense of the document – the deeper whakapapa 

connection is what I am most interested in and that runs through 

our marau.   
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13. In terms of the marau changes currently under consultation, I refuse 

to comply.  I refuse to not embed the fundamental values of te Tiriti 

in our marau.  If we remove te reo, tikanga, mātauranga and 

histories, the Government is asking us to essentially remove 

ourselves.   

14. Our marau is about our cultural landscape, physical landscape and 

Ngāti Hine mātauranga.  That forms the basis of our learning.  For 

example, when we are teaching rangatiratanga we look at all 

aspects of our tamariki rangatiratanga – within their whānau, 

community and peer groups.  Is the Government asking us not to 

teach those things?   Tell me how I am supposed to replace those 

fundamental rights in a marau?  What do I replace them with? 

15. Our marau is based on succession and resistance.  Every part of 

our integration is based on something that our people have been 

through.  Our kaupapa this term is “Toitū te whānau”.  We are 

looking at the things within our whānau at school, our whānau at 

home, and our community whānau.  What does that translate to?  It 

translates to micro things – taiaki taiao, rangahau on whakapapa, 

learning Te Ngeri a Kawiti.  The kids love this, they absorb it.  This 

is the gold.  This is te Tiriti in practice.  Te Tiriti is the anchor.  

16. The histories curriculum and the sharing of that was so positive.  

What I had hoped for was that we would develop a shared marau 

with ngā kura, i roto i te rohe tangata o Ngāti Hine, where we agreed 

in principle the same things that matter to our children.  These 

things are now harder to achieve. 

Impacts  

17. In terms of what is next?  We expect nothing but drama, threats, 

and compliance from this Government.   Every time the 

Government moves the goal post, the impact to communities like 

ours is huge.   
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18. What will happen from the change in the marau, and the 

prioritisation of educational achievement above things like te Tiriti, 

is that the Government will look at every other measurable and 

prioritise and value those measurables, and inspect aspects of your 

governance.  The Government will question and pull apart your 

practice and dictate your marau so you do not have the space to do 

what you want, or so they can run certain interventions for perceived 

failures.  This arises where the school and the Government do not 

value the same thing – and it is clear we currently do not value the 

same things.  This is the feeling principals and boards are pushing 

back on.  

19. I have literally spent the last three years justifying what we do and 

restoring faith in our community that we are in a good place, that 

the kids are safe, and that they are learning.  But it is never enough 

for the Government and that is the narrative that speaks to our 

community.  If achievement is the focus and you come and look at 

the plethora of needs in our schools – what our children are 

achieving is amazing.  But we are told it is not good enough.  It is 

diabolical.  I just cannot rest knowing where this is going.  We are 

going to be reviewed and questioned.  Our community is familiar 

with intervention and systems that do not work for us.  

Kōrero whakakapi  

20. This is a huge stand against the system that I am prepared to 

maintain.  As a governance body we are all on the same page.  But 

it should not be considered rebellion – absolutely not.  The fact that 

we are even having the discussion is abhorrent.  

21. The health impact of these changes; the impact on the wairua is 

massive.  You cannot quantify the emotional toll.  Just because you 

cannot assess that does not mean that it not happening.  Who is 

accountable for that?  Schools are.  We are at the coal face of our 

communities.  
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22. When you are so invested, you are affected by it.  What I am trying 

to avoid is an emotional reaction because that impacts my staff.  I 

am the filter.  I have to filter the emotional impact it has on our staff 

because it distracts it from the journey that we are on.  But we still 

need to feel the injustice because that drives our purpose.   

23. We are an entity of the Crown.  What do they mean we are not?  I 

just do not understand the rationale in general.  It is gas lighting.  It  

[te Tiriti] should not be something that we have to fight for.  Why are 

we even having this conversation? How do they even dream this 

up? 

24. Repeal.  Repeal.  Peel it right back.   

 

 
 
 
 

 
______________________ 

 
 
 

Sworn at      on      / / before me: 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
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