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1. On 19 November 2025, the Tribunal received amended statements of claim, a joint 

application for an urgent inquiry, several accompanying affidavits and a bundle of 

evidence filed by Dr Season-Mary Downs, Chelsea Terei-Tipene and Jessica Hita, on 

behalf of (Wai 1464, #3.1.16): 

(a) Te Riwhi Whao Reti, Hau Hereora, Romana Tarau, Karen Herbert, Edward Cook, 

and Pearl Reti on behalf of Te Kapotai (Wai 1464/ Wai 1546); and 

(b) Rewiti Paraone, Erima Henare, Pita Tipene Waihoroi Shortland on behalf of Te 

Rūnanga o Ngāti Hine (Wai 682 / Wai 49). 

2. The claim concerns the recent amendments to the Education and Training Act 2020, and 

the reset of the New Zealand Curriculum - Te Mātaiaho. 

3. I now direct the Crown and any interested parties to respond to the application for an 

urgent inquiry by no later than midday, Wednesday 3 December 2025. 

4. I also direct the applicant to file submissions in reply to those of the Crown and 

interested parties by no later than midday, Wednesday 17 December 2025. This reply 

is to be confined to what has been said in terms of paragraph [2] above. It is not a further 

opportunity nor is it proper to replead or repeat the claim. Assertions are not to be made, 

except on matters raised by the Crown or the opposing parties. 

5. Parties are to ensure any forthcoming submissions comply with the new standardised 

procedure regarding the management of urgencies, as set out in the recently released 

practice note of the Tribunal.1  

6. Failure to comply may result in the rejection of documents or significant delay in deciding 
whether or not to grant urgency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Waitangi Tribunal, Te Tukanga Taihoro: An Expedited Urgent Inquiry Process (2025), Practice-Note-
Te-Tukanga-Taihoro-Urgency-Inquiry-Process.pdf. 

https://www.waitangitribunal.govt.nz/assets/DOCUMENTS/Practice-Note-Te-Tukanga-Taihoro-Urgency-Inquiry-Process.pdf
https://www.waitangitribunal.govt.nz/assets/DOCUMENTS/Practice-Note-Te-Tukanga-Taihoro-Urgency-Inquiry-Process.pdf
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The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to counsel for the applicants, Crown counsel 

and those on the notification list for: 

• Wai 1464, Te Kapotai and Ngati Pare claim;  

• Wai 1546, the Waikare Inlet claim;  

• Wai 682, the Ngāti Hine Lands, Forests and Resources claim; and 

• Wai 49, the Taumarere River and Te Moana O Pikopiko-I-Whiti claim. 

.  

DATED at Wellington this 19th day of November 2025 

 

 
 
Judge Sarah Reeves 
Deputy Chairperson 
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