
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 
Wai 1464 
Wai 1546 
Wai 682 
Wai 49 

Wai 3503 

CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

AND an application for an urgent 
inquiry by Te Kapotai and 
Ngati Pare claim (Wai 1464) 

AND an application for an urgent 
inquiry by, the Waikare Inlet 
claim (Wai 1546) 

AND an application for an urgent 
inquiry by the Ngāti Hine 
Lands, Forests and 
Resources claim (Wai 682) 

AND an application for an urgent 
inquiry by the Taumarere 
River and Te Moana O 
Pikopiko-I-Whiti claim (Wai 
49)  

AND an application for an urgent 
inquiry by the Education (New 
Zealand Educational Institute) 
claim (Wai 3503) 

 HE PĀNUI WHAKAHAU O TE TIAMANA KAIWHAKAWĀ MATUA DR C L FOX 

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE CHAIRPERSON CHIEF JUDGE DR C L FOX 
APPOINTING A PANEL TO DETERMINE THE URGENT APPLICATIONS 

5 Tīhema 2025 

Wai 49, #2.10 
Wai 682, #2.86 
Wai 1464, #2.5.2 
Wai 1546, #2.5.3 
Wai 3503, #2.5.1 
Wai 3553, #2.5.4

WIKITDE
Official



2 
 

He tono ruku tātari ohotata / Application for urgent hearing 

Procedural history 

1. On 19 November 2025, the Tribunal received amended statements of claim, a joint 
application for an urgent inquiry, several accompanying affidavits and a bundle of evidence 
filed by Tukau Law on behalf of (Wai 1546, #1.1.1(x), #3.1.15, #3.1.16, #A2, #A3, #A4, 
#A5, #A6, #A6(a) & #A7): 

(a) Te Riwhi Whao Reti, Hau Hereora, Romana Tarau, Karen Herbert, Edward Cook, 
and Pearl Reti on behalf of Te Kapotai (Wai 1464 / Wai 1546); and 

(b) Rewiti Paraone, Erima Henare, Pita Tipene Waihoroi Shortland on behalf of Te 
Rūnanga o Ngāti Hine (Wai 682 / Wai 49). 

2. The application for urgency concerns the recent amendments to the Education and 
Training Act 2020, and the reset of the New Zealand Curriculum - Te Mātaiaho.  

3. On 19 November 2025, the Deputy Chairperson directed the Crown and any interested 
parties to respond to the application for an urgent hearing by 3 December 2025, and 
directed the applicant to file submissions in reply by 17 December 2025 (Wai 1546, #2.5.1). 

4. On 3 December 2025, the Tribunal received an amended statement of claim and another 
application for an urgent inquiry into the Education Act and NZ curriculum filed by Annette 
Sykes & Co. on behalf of Ripeka Lessels and O’Sonia Hotereni for and on behalf of 
themselves and New Zealand Educational Institute (NZEI) – Te Riu Roa (Wai 3503) (Wai 
3503, #1.1.1(a) & #3.1.3). 

Appointment of a panel 

5. Pursuant to clause 8(2) of the Second Schedule of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 (the 
Act), if so directed or given authority by the Chairperson, a presiding officer may deal with 
matters ‘preliminary or incidental to the hearing of any matter by the Tribunal’.1 
 

6. Accordingly, pursuant to clause 8(2) of the Second Schedule to the Act, I now direct that 
the following applications be referred to the presiding officer and panel as constituted 
below: 
(a) the application for urgent inquiry filed by the Te Kapotai and Ngati Pare (Wai 1464), 

the Waikare Inlet (Wai 1546), the Ngāti Hine Lands, Forests and Resources (Wai 
682) and the Taumarere River and Te Moana O Pikopiko-I-Whiti (Wai 49) claims; 
and  

(b) the application for urgent inquiry filed by the Education (New Zealand Educational 
Institute) claim (Wai 3503). 

 
7. Pursuant to clause 5(1)(a)(ii) of the Second Schedule to the Act, I appoint Judge Rachel 

Mullins, a judge of the Māori Land Court, as presiding officer to determine urgency and to 
hear all matters associated with the claims if urgency is granted.  
 

8. Pursuant to clause 5(1)(b) of the Second Schedule of the Act, I appoint Dr Paul Hamer, 
Kevin Prime, Gerrard Albert, and Derek Fox as members of the Tribunal panel for Wai 

 
1 As also considered in Baker v Waitangi Tribunal [2014] NZHC 1176 at [28].   
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1546 to determine the urgent applications and to hear all matters associated with the 
claims if urgency is granted.  

 
Disclosures regarding a potential conflict of interest 

9. Mr Prime has made the following disclosures regarding any potential conflict of interest.  
(a) Mr Prime was the Chairman of the Board of Governors for the Bay of Islands College 

from 1983-2003. 
(b) Mr Prime was also previously a named claimant in the Ngāti Hine Lands, Forests 

and Resources (Wai 682) claim. Mr Prime has not actively participated in Ngāti 
Hine’s claim for several years and since May 2023 is no longer a named claimant 
(Wai 682, #2.30). 

 
10. I invite parties who have any issue with the appointment of Mr Prime to this inquiry panel 

to file submissions by 5 pm, Friday 12 December 2025. 

11. Next steps for the applications will be decided by the panel appointed above in due course.  

12. The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to counsel for the applicants, Crown 
counsel and those on the notification list for: 

• Wai 1464, Te Kapotai and Ngati Pare claim;  
• Wai 1546, the Waikare Inlet claim;  
• Wai 682, the Ngāti Hine Lands, Forests and Resources claim;  
• Wai 49, the Taumarere River and Te Moana O Pikopiko-I-Whiti claim; and 
• Wai 3503, the Education (New Zealand Educational Institute) claim. 

 
DATED at Waitangi this 5th day of Tīhema 2025  
 

 
 
Chief Judge Dr C L Fox 
Chairperson 
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 
 

 


	WAITANGI TRIBUNAL
	CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975
	HE PĀNUI WHAKAHAU O TE TIAMANA KAIWHAKAWĀ MATUA DR C L FOX
	MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE CHAIRPERSON CHIEF JUDGE DR C L FOX APPOINTING A PANEL TO DETERMINE THE URGENT APPLICATIONS
	5 Tīhema 2025
	Disclosures regarding a potential conflict of interest
	WAITANGI TRIBUNAL




