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TĒNĀ E TE TARAIPIUNARA: 

Introduction 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed for and on behalf of the Wai 3503

claim: a claim by Ripeka Lessels and - for and on behalf of New Zealand

Education Institute (NZEI) Te Riu Roa (“NZEI Te Riu Roa”).

Background 

2. NZEI Te Riu Roa filed an application for an urgent inquiry that supported

the applications made by Ngāti Hine (WAI 682) and Te Kapotai (WAI

1464/WAI 1546).1 Leave was sought to participate in any urgent inquiry

granted on the grounds applied for.  The application for urgency by NZEI

Te Riu Roa supports the application made by Ngāti Hine (Wai 682) and

Te Kapotai (Wai 1464/1546) and seeks to participate in any granted

inquiry as an applicant.

3. In a Memorandum of Directions, the Tribunal directed that a full response

to the questions arising from the Crown’s submissions by way of reply on

the 21 December 2025. A further opportunity has also been afforded the

applicants to file a response to any further issues raised by the Crown on

21 December 2025 on the 5 January 2026. While we note this further

submission period has been granted, we advise the Tribunal that it is

unlikely we will respond as directed as the applicants lawyers are taking

annual leave to coincide with the closure of the courts on the 23 December

2025 and will not be returning to work until the 20 January 2026.

4. On this basis, counsel have prepared the reply submissions on behalf of

NZEI earlier. We therefore respectfully seek leave to file together with this

Memorandum Counsel the submissions in reply by NZEI dated 22

December 2025.

5. Further to this, the applicants have prepared two further affidavits in

response to the Crowns submissions. We therefore attach herewith the

following affidavits:

1 Wai 3503, #1.1.1(a), #3.1.2, #3.1.3, #A1, #A2 & #A3. 
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5.1 The affidavit of Jessie Moss dated 17 December 2025; and  

5.2 The affidavit of Martyn Weatherill 17 December 2025.  

Conclusion  

6. Counsel await further direction from the Tribunal.  

 

 

DATED at Rotorua/Wellington this 22nd day of December 2025 

 

 

Counsel for the Applicants 
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