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TĒNĀ E TE TARAIPIUNARA:  

INTRODUCTION 

1. This application for an urgent hearing is filed on behalf of Watson Ohia, 

Heywood Kuka and Sophie Tukukino for and on behalf of Ngā Kura ā Iwi 

o Aotearoa (“Ngā Kura ā Iwi”). It is filed to support the applications made 

by Ngāti Hine (Wai 682) and Te Kapotai (Wai 1464/1546) and New 

Zealand Education Institute (NZEI)  and NZEI Te Riu Roa (Wai 3503) in 

relation to the recent amendments to the Education and Training Act 2020 

and the New Zealand Curriculum – Te Mātaiaho, which remove, weaken 

and deprioritise Te Tiriti o Waitangi (“Te Tiriti”).   

2. Pursuant to section 4A of the Commissions of Inquiry Act 1908, Ngā Kura 

ā Iwi seeks leave to participate both:  

2.1 as an interested party to the application for urgency; and  

2.2 more substantively, as an interested party in any Tribunal inquiry 

if the application for urgency is granted. 

3. Ngā Kura ā Iwi’s interests in the education sector are distinct and 

materially different from those of the general public. 

Ngā Kura ā Iwi o Aotearoa 

4. Ngā Kura ā Iwi is a constituted body established in 2007 that represents 

and supports 53 tribal schools that affiliate voluntarily with it. Ngā Kura ā 

Iwi supports the aspirations of iwi, whānau, and kura by advocating on a 

national and international level for the rights and aspirations of their iwi, 

families, schools, staff, and students, establishing and nurturing 

partnerships with tribal entities, government agencies, and the private 

sector to support the schools’ kaupapa and strategic priorities.2 

5. NKAI operates within the state school system as Māori-medium schools 

with ‘designated character’ where some or all ākonga are taught the 

curriculum in te reo Māori (at least 51% of the time).  

 
2 Te Maru o Ngā Kura ā Iwi o Aotearoa can be found here: https://www.kuraaiwi.nz/temaru.html 
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6. Ngā Kura ā Iwi represent a total of 53 kura and is the representative body 

with a governance body (Ngā Ringa Raupā) consisting of the principals of 

each Kura ā Iwi. 

7. The current members of the Executive Board (Te Komiti Whāiti) are 

Heywood Kuka from Te Wharekura o Mauao (Chair), Renata Curtis 

from Te Wharekura o Ngāti Rongomai, Michelle Treadaway-Ohia from 

Ngā Taiātea Wharekura, Hira Hona from Te Kura o Matapihi and 

Tamahaia Skinner from Te Kura o Kōkōhuia. The current Chief 

Executive Officer is Watson Ohia. 

8. Kura represented by Ngā Kura ā Iwi operate according to the aims, 

purposes and objectives of its character that are set out in its strategic plan. 

These kura localise their curriculum to the aims of their iwi, hapū and 

whānau based on the values of Tihi o Angitu (peaks of 

achievement/success). 

GROUNDS FOR URGENCY 

9. Clause 2.5 of the Waitangi Tribunal’s Guide to Practice and Procedure 

states what the elements to be satisfied when applying for an urgent 

inquiry.  

Significant and Irreversible Prejudice 

10. This claim concerns acts and omissions by the Crown in relation to: 

10.1 the exercise of tino rangatiratanga by whānau, hapū and iwi with 

respect concerning the recent amendments to the Education and 

Training Act 2020 (the Act) and the reset of the New Zealand 

Curriculum – Te Mātaiaho; and  

10.2 the active protection and promotion of Kura ā Iwi, and Wharekura 

as taonga in their own right and as critical agents in the 

maintenance and transmission of te reo Māori and Mātauranga 

Māori.  

11. Ngā Kura ā Iwi are suffering and will continue to suffer significant and 

irreversible prejudice as a result of the process and policies being 
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implemented at break neck speed by the Crown. The grounds on which an 

urgent hearing is sought include: 

11.1 The Crown is presently undertaking significant reform in the 

education sector, including making legislative and curricular 

changes which will impact considerably on Ngā Kura ā Iwi. Any 

removal or weakening of references to Te Tiriti in the primary 

legislation that governs the education system should be done with 

the explicit consent of Māori. Regardless of how and where they 

are recognised in the legislative scheme. 

11.2 Disruption to the exercise of Māori-led governance and decision-

making in local and regional education structures; 

11.3 Increased inequities for tamariki Māori, including the risk of 

diminished access to te reo Māori, tikanga, and mātauranga 

Māori; 

11.4 Undermining of Māori-led initiatives, programmes, and curricula 

designed to strengthen identity, wellbeing, and educational 

outcomes. 

11.5 Increased pressure and workload on kaiako and sector staff to 

respond to gaps created by the removal of treaty-based 

obligations. 

11.6 Risk of permanent loss of foundational Treaty-based protections, 

creating systemic disadvantage for current and future generations. 

11.7 Variation across schools, services, and regions, producing 

inequitable experiences and opportunities for Māori Tamariki. 

11.8 Damage to the relationship between Māori communities and the 

Crown, which requires urgent restoration to avoid long-term 

harm. 

11.9 The Crown has not undertaken meaningful consultation with the 

Māori-medium sector on the proposed changes. The absence of 

such consultation undermines Māori participation and 
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contravenes tikanga, and the principles affirmed in Te Tiriti. 

11.10 Kura ā Iwi and their constituent schools are Crown-regulated 

entities. Removing or weakening statutory duties without Māori 

consent changes the regulatory landscape for these entities and 

impacts their ability to comply with tikanga, reo, and cultural 

obligations. 

11.11 The cumulative impact of legislative and curriculum changes is 

significant. Even if advisory groups or other non-statutory 

mechanisms are proposed, these cannot replace foundational 

statutory protections. The uncertainty generated by these changes 

imposes immediate and irreversible prejudice on Māori-medium 

providers. 

11.12 Ngā Kura ā Iwi says that they are prejudicially affected by acts 

and omissions of the Crown and existing and pending Crown 

legislation, policy and regulatory frameworks relating to the 

above. If the changes to the statute and curricula are effected, 

Kura ā Iwi will have to navigate unasked for changes that could 

impact upon how they are regulated, monitored and audited.  

11.13 The education of tamariki Māori in a culturally centred and 

responsive way is at the core the Ngā Kura ā Iwi’s kaupapa. Any 

move by the Crown to tinker with legislative and policy settings 

could impact upon Ngā Kura ā Iwi’s ability to maintain such a 

focus.   

11.14 These acts and omissions they say, are in breach of Te Tiriti o 

Waitangi and the Crown’s obligations to actively protect and 

promote te reo Māori and tikanga Māori and to actively protect 

the ability of the Ngā Kura ā Iwi to maintain te tino rangatiratanga 

of the education initiatives that are available for tamariki and 

rangatahi.  

11.15 the impacts on attitude, belief, identity, wellbeing and reo 

transmission will have intergenerational effects that Ngā Kura ā 

Iwi have worked tirelessly to change.   
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12. Counsel submit that without an urgent inquiry into processes, and 

legislative and curricular changes, Ngā Kura ā Iwi will be left with no Tiriti 

compliant or tikanga appropriate option to address their grievances and 

will suffer significant and irreversible prejudice as a result. 

No Alternative Remedy 

13. There is no alternative remedy available to the Ngā Kura ā Iwi. This is a 

task only the Waitangi Tribunal can do. If urgency is granted, given the 

Tribunal’s expertise, its findings would be of great assistance to the Crown 

in the development of Tiriti compliant processes and policies. 

Ready to Proceed 

14. The claimants are ready to proceed to an urgent hearing. 

CONCLUSION 

15. If leave to participate as an interested party is granted, Ngā Kura ā Iwi 

seeks to file evidence and submissions on the implications of the reforms 

for Ngā Kura ā Iwi including the impacts on individual kura, kaimahi 

within those kura, and the hapū, iwi and hapori connected to those kura. 

Ngā Kura ā Iwi also seeks to participate in any alternative processes that 

arise under the Te Tukanga Taihoro (Expedited Urgent Inquiry Process) 

Practice Note.3 

 

DATED at Rotorua/Te Whanganui-ā-Tara i tēnei rā, te 4 o Tīhema 2025 

 

Counsel for Ngā Kura ā Iwi 

 
3 Te Tukanga Taihoro (An Expedited Urgent Inquiry Process) A Practice Note Issued Under Clause 

5(9) and (10) of Schedule 2 to the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975.  




