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He tono ruku tatari ohotata / Application for urgent hearing

1.

7.

On 24 December 2025, the Tribunal received an amended statement of claim (Wai 1307,
#1.1.1(j)) and an application for an urgent hearing (Wai 1307, #2.18) from Matutaera Te
Nana Clendon, Robert Sydney Willoughby, Te Aroha Rewha (dec), Russell Hook on
behalf of Marara Kaweora Hook (dec), Huia Storm Azimi, George Frederick Riley and
James Henare Clendon, on behalf of themselves, and their whanau, and the hapi of
Ngati Kuta ki Te Rawhiti. The claim concerns mandating issues involved in the
negotiations and settlement process between the Crown and Ngati Kuta ki Te Rawhiti.

On 6 January 2025, | directed the Crown and any interested parties to respond to the
application for an urgent hearing by midday 13 February 2025 and directed the applicants
to file any submissions in reply by midday 27 February 2025 (Wai 1307, #2.20).

Pursuant to clause 8(2) of the Second Schedule of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 (the
Act), if so directed or given authority by the Chairperson, a presiding officer may deal with
matters ‘preliminary or incidental to the hearing of any matter by the Tribunal’.!

Accordingly, pursuant to clause 8(2) of the Second Schedule to the Act, | now direct that
the application for urgent inquiry filed by the Ngati Kuta ki Te Rawhiti (Wai 1307) claim be
referred to the presiding officer and panel as constituted below.

Pursuant to clause 5(1)(a)(ii) of the Second Schedule to the Act, | appoint Deputy Chief
Judge Craig Coxhead, a judge of the Maori Land Court, as presiding officer to determine
urgency and to hear all matters associated with the claim if urgency is granted.

Pursuant to clause 5(1)(b) of the Second Schedule of the Act, | appoint Kingi Kiriona,
Grant Hadfield, Juliet Tainui-Hernandez, and the Honourable Ron Mark as members of
the Tribunal panel for Wai 1307 to determine the urgent application and to hear all matters
associated with the claim if urgency is granted.

Next steps for the application will be decided by the panel appointed above in due course.

Me tuku atu te Kairehita i tétehi kape o ténei whakahau ki éra ki te rarangi whakamohio mo
Wai 1307, the Ngati Kuta ki Te Rawhiti claim.

The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the notification list for Wai 1307, the
Ngati Kuta ki Te Rawhiti claim.

WHAKAPUMAUTIA ki te Whanganui-a-Tara i te 23" Kohitatea 2026

Kaiwhakawa Matua Dr C L Fox
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1 As also considered in Baker v Waitangi Tribunal [2014] NZHC 1176 at [28].
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